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Chairman’s Comment 

 

Chairman’s comments 

 

Well the season seems to be flying by. Members of the group have had many 

successes, well done to you all and you will see some excellent articles in the 

newsletter about the rides.  I feel I just need to congratulate the Rogerson Team 

who won the National championship at Cirencester. They have now won all the 

major Championships.   

Commiserations to those of you with injured horses and I hope they are shortly 

back in work, if not competing just yet. 

 

Our group will be hosting the Home International at Ludlow so please consider 

helping on a day you aren’t riding.  It can be enjoyable, or do you have a 

relative who could help? They don’t have to be horsey to man a gate or help in 

the office.  You will all now have seen my sister who has done timekeeping at 

the Forest of Dean rides 

 

I hope you have all found the website helpful and we have added some news 

since the launch, so please just check regularly. 

 

Remember Woolhope and Urishy social rides are in August and September. 

Bring a friend introduce them to endurance. That’s how most of us started. 

 

Personally I have ridden my young horse at Cirencester. Thanks to Carolyn 

Edwards for escorting me round and apologies to any group members I ignored 

because I was worrying about it. 

 

Spot the new bibs at Ludlow, enjoy the rides over the next couple of months. 

 

Gina Harris  
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Editor’s Comment 

 

This newsletter is earlier than scheduled to fit it in before Carolyn & Rob’s 

holiday & my involvement with the Ludlow Ride. The season has been busy so 

far with lots of successes by Offa’s Dyke members to report, the latest being 

Rachael Rogerson becoming this year’s National Champion with Gryphon. She 

was the only finisher in the Solstice class but finished well ahead of Susan 

Hawes, the winner of the 160km FEI class. Her twin sister, Sarah had an 

equivalent victory in the 2day 160km at Berkshire downs and mother Mary won 

the 2day 160km at Dukeries. What a family!  

Gill Talbot was second in the 80km ER at Berkshire Downs. 

There was quite a gathering of Offa’s Dyke members at Golden Horseshoe 

(photo below), with success not only for the old hands like Gill Talbot but also 

for newer members Katharine Midgely and Jenny Myerscough, Gill Talbot 

getting Gold in the Exmoor Stag class (80+40km) and Katharine Midgley 

getting Gold and Delwyn Hall, Gina Harris, Karen Jones and Jenny Myerscough 

all getting Silver in the Exmoor experience (40+40km) 

Sharon Parr having completed her ER at Dukeries went on to compete as part of 

the successful British team at Mont-le-Soie. 

Congratulations are also due in a completely different way to committee 

member Amanda May (formerly Amanda Price) who has recently given birth to 

a daughter Elsie. Both are doing well. 

 My own delight is that Bonnie has made a good recovery from last year’s bad 

fall, finishing second at Margam Park and then third in the 100km ER at 

Cirencester, where she was pipped by a nose for second place in an exciting 

racing finish.  

Chris Wray was fourth in Margam Park ER after an exciting racing finish with 

Anne Edwards. 

Next on my agenda is the Ludlow Ride, this year including the Home 

International. I still need lots more helpers. Remember camping is free for 

anyone who helps one day and rides another  

 

 

 

Margaret 
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Yes we have finally entered the 21
st
 century!  

 
Having been the only EGB group without a website, we’ve finally taken 

the plunge and got one – it is now live and waiting for your feedback and 
contributions! 

 
The address is: 

 

 offasdykeegb.co.uk 
 

• The website is our way of keeping you up to date with the latest 
news about the Group. It will also be a useful archive of information 
e.g. Chris Wray has given us an excellent EXCEL spreadsheet to 
calculate the time to check points at various speeds. Handouts from 
training events and ride reports from newsletters have also been 
added. 

• We hope it will be useful for members of other groups to find about 
our rides and events. 

• We also have a ‘getting started’ section for new people interested in 
finding out about endurance 

 
This website is a new venture for Offa’s Dyke and so is a ‘work in 

progress’ 
 

If you have any ideas for the website or information or photos 
you’d like to share, please email me at: 

carolyn@edwardsglos.fsnet.co.uk 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 
17 – 19 July   Ludlow   National Ride  
   
Sunday 2 August   Woolhope   Group Social ride 
 
Sunday 23 August  Cranham  National Ride 
 
Saturday 5 September  Urishay   Group Social Ride 
 
Sunday 13 September  Tintern  National Ride 
 
Saturday 31 October  Pub social evening with speaker- Eleanor Clarke 
 
Saturday 5 December  Annual prize giving evening 
 
Details of National Rides in ride schedule. For other events see newsletter or 
web site 
 

Schooling Lessons 
 

We held a further 2 schooling sessions in April and May, both of which were well 

supported and enjoyed by all who attended. Our instructor Carole Broad FBHS commented 

on how much she had enjoyed seeing an improvement in everyone over the months she’s 

been teaching us. 

By popular demand, we will start lessons again after the season, probably in October 

If you are interested, email Carolyn Edwards for details (see contact page) 

 

Pub Social Evenings 
Over the winter, we intend to have some social evenings with guest speakers. So far we’ve 

been lucky enough to book two speakers, an equine physiotherapist on Saturday 31 October 

and a master farrier in January. Both will be held at the Red Lion pub in Huntley, as the 

landlord has kindly agreed for us to have free use of his excellent function room. Some of 

you may remember that we used it in the past for a skittle evening and a talk from Baileys 

feed company. The pub does food, so if anyone would like to eat before the talk they can 

contact the pub directly to book a table. Details in next newsletter & on website 

 

Saturday 31 October Social Evening Red Lion Pub Huntley 
Talk by Chartered Physiotherapist - Eleanor Clarke Bsc(Hons), MCSP, SRP. PGDip. 

ACPAT A. Some of you may remember that Eleanor gave a very interesting talk and demo 

at our previous training event at Holme Lacey. Eleanor currently splits her time between 

working with human and animal physiotherapy, large and small animal. She also events her 

own horses.  

This time we’ve asked Eleanor to speak on what we can do with our horses over the winter, 

both ridden work and physio to prepare and improve them for the next season 
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Offas’ Dyke Group Social Rides 

 
 
 

Woolhope Social Ride   Sunday 2 August 
 

Proceeds to be shared with RDA Holme Lacy branch 

Choice of 21km or 32km (13 or 20 miles) of beautiful Herefordshire country side, quiet 

roads, bridleways private tracks and farm land incorporating a riverside section. Not a fast 

ride but opportunity to canter in places. The longer distance is not suitable for Novices or 

small children. 

 

Entries: SAE to Delwyn Hall, Mitchmore Dell, Holme Lacy, Herefordshire HR2 6LJ  

Tel: 01432 870348  

 

 

Urishay Social Ride    Saturday 5 September  
 

We are very grateful to new committee member Gabby Franklin for organizing this brand 

new ride for us. 

 

Choice of 16km or 25km (10 or 15 miles) 

Gabby says: ‘The route will be as varied as I can make it! With stunning views of both 

Wales and England!! There will be a bit of unavoidable road work but this will be down 

quiet country lanes, around three stream crossings, some open common land, forestry and 

hopefully a bit of old woodland and bridleways. Some of the hills are pretty steep. I am 

aiming to have an approx 25km and a shorter 16km route. The gates are do-able from the 

saddle or will hopefully be manned or womanned’ 

The facilities at the venue will be very basic, sorry, no water or loos (plenty of bushes en 

route). Venue will be signed from main roads as much as possible, and the gate will be 

accessible for lorries. 

 

Entries to:- Gabbie Franklin, Tanners Place, Michaelchurch Escley, Hereford HR2 OLA 

with the usual SAE Tel: 01981 510 606 

The postcode for the venue (for Sat Nav) is the same as for entries! But please check it out 

on a proper map first as there are some VERY steep hills round here which I would not 

advise towing up. Directions to the venue will be include in the ride information sent to you 

but, do call if uncertain. 

 

Entry fees for all Group pleasure rides is £10 for EGB members & associate members, 

£15 for temporary day members. Please use an Offa’s Dyke Social Ride entry form for 

these rides (available on the web site). Cheques payable to Offa’s Dyke Group of EGB. 

Include SAE for ride information 
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For Ludlow Ride 17-19 July 

To run a three day ride needs lots of helpers. There are loads of jobs to do including: 

 

• manning busy road crossings 

• watching gates (very relaxing) 

• helping out on course at vet gates and the manned water point 

• all sorts of jobs at the venue, from vet writing to secretarial duties! 

 

Please contact the ride organiser Margaret McKiddie if you can offer to help on any 

day. All offers of help very gratefully received!  

 

Remember – if you help one day you get food and free camping!!! 
 

Mynydd Machen Ride 10
th

 May 2009         Margaret McKiddie 
 

This ride was not in my original plan for 2009 but, with horses, forward planning 

often has to be changed! Getting Bonnie Anne fit after her long lay off last year had 

been complicated by her unexpected travelling problem. She had always been my 

easiest horse to travel and suddenly seemed to be unable to stand up in the trailer. She 

arrived at the March Hare Ride having rubbed her side red-raw in the trailer! Several 

people told me they had had a similar problem as a horse got older and solved it by 

removing the partition so that they could stand diagonally ( and in Bonnie’s case 

spread her back legs very wide apart) and this does seem to be suiting her better  

Mynydd Machen had the great advantage of being mostly motorway and, being 

tough, a good fittener. Whether we got round in time to get a good grade or even a 

completion was unimportant. 

It was a beautiful day, our journey uneventful, and Bonnie seemed to travel 

reasonably well though she did have a starting pulse of 52 which is high for her. I 

was lucky enough to start off at the same time as Sue Speed and we rode together all 

the way as the horses seemed to go together well. The marking this year was 

excellent, though we learned later parts of the route had to be remarked 3 times to 

outwit the marker movers. The climb up to the top of Mynydd Machen was as steep 

as I remembered it but the views were wonderful. The going across the top was better 

but Sue and I both felt it not too wise to canter and our speed to the check point was 

slow. There we were met by helpers with welcome sponges to cool our horses down. 

(Thank you girls!) 

The return journey, which included a long stretch of disused railway line now a cycle 

track was much faster. It is sad that so much priority is given to making these tracks 

cycle-friendly rather than horse–friendly but it was reasonably good for cantering and 

we made up a lot of time. This year we did not go right back to the top of Mynydd 
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Machen which I was pleased about ( I remember getting off to lead my young horse 

back down that steep stony track in 2006) It was certainly an easier route back to the 

venue where Bonnie had enough energy left to decide to do a ‘racing finish’(toward 

the vetting area AFTER we had actually passed the timekeeper. I knew we were 

going the wrong way but there was no stopping her. Our final speed was 12.63 km/hr, 

a huge improvement on the 9.23km/hr that was the best Delwyn and I could manage 

in 2006. 

While I was crewing Bonnie, tied to the trailer her heart rate was stuck at 48 so I 

decided to walk slowly across and vet and to my astonishment it had come right 

down to 38 ( perhaps she had been stressed at the thought of going back in the trailer) 

so I was well pleased with my day. Thank you Hilary  

One brave soul entered the 65km class, her account follows  
  

MYNNYD MACHEN   Fiona Griffiths 

What a dilemma, the week leading up to the ride do I go, do I not, Oli had the 
most awful mud fever I have ever seen and no matter what my vet did or 
gave me to do, nothing seemed to improve it so I worked on it (2 lots of 
antibiotics various creams, baby oil and zinc and castor oil) and turned up on 
the Sunday morning wondering what the vet would say. well it was all ok.  
But got a few comments when getting my number, along the lines of did I 
know what the route was like and did I need my head read, well yes, I had 
been before and yes I probably do. Just to say the directions to the venue 
were great and the field itself was absolute heaven for horses, loads of grass 
and plenty of room, all the helpers were very friendly and would patiently 
explain again and again for us that are challenged.  
We set off bright and early Sam, my daughter doing 40k and myself doing the 
65k ride, the horses thought we were going to go XC, but soon settled down 
in to a ground covering trot. The route was well marked and the talk round 
helpful, I do like to see lots of tape, makes me feel safe. I often wonder if it is 
incredibly expensive in some areas? 
Short stretches of road, bridle paths, open mountain, beautiful views, 
long stretches of cycle track, low branches and prickly bushes, this ride has it 
all. Oh and the dreaded mountain, steep and rocky up and even steeper 
down I did get off both times (only on the down bits you understand), but was 
offered a lift by a biker the second time. The variety of route seemed to make 
the time go very quickly, I think if it had been a hot day we would have 
struggled without a crew but there was water on the route.  
Oli vetted well both times for a grade 3 speed 11.96. We were a bit slow on 
the second loop, all on our own, but he was a very good boy and quite happy 
on his own. 
A big thank you to Hilary and all her helpers for a wonderful day they even 
put on good weather. We will be back. 
Is there talk of an 80k next yr? 
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Golden Horseshoe- Offa’s Dyke successes! 
  

 
Katherine Midgley, Rob Talbot, Gill Talbot, Gina Harris, Karen Jones, Jenny 

Myerscough and Delwyn Hall by the ‘Golden Horseshoe’ after the award ceremony 

 

Golden Horseshoe 2009      Jenny Myerscough 

Very early this year our indefatigable Carolyn Edwards circulated a round robin 

email inviting any interested parties to contact another of our stalwarts, Delwyn Hall, 

if they were interested in staying in a self catering cottage for the week of this year’s 

Golden Horseshoe Ride.  This sounded like a bit of an adventure, and for me, as a 

complete rookie to the sport, coming with the big extra bonus of the possible 

guidance of a really experienced competitor over  Exmoor . 

So, contact was made, I paid my deposit, told Nelson to brace himself,  started uphill 

trotting with a bit more purpose, tried to stop thinking “what have  I let us in for this 

time?” and told myself “plenty of time till May”. 

Well, time, dear readers, is a very fluid commodity, and in this particular instance it 

seemed to just disappear into some invisible black hole. Almost instantly it was 

April, both of us still had completely undetectable ribs, and  Delwyn’s  suggestion of 

doing the Quantocks pleasure ride, also run by Wessex group, was most  timely.  

 

We had a super day practising being mountain goats, passing  through some 

spectacular country and close to the still existing remains of what must have been 

huge snow drifts the previous month. 

Although his usual gentlemanly self the whole way round the course, gallantly 

escorting  Delwyn’s lovely mare Shandy and protecting her from the attentions of 

any other  horse, parting was another matter entirely.     Going from the secretary’s 
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trailer to our respective conveyances made for a lot of shouting, a jolly good, if 

unrequested levade, and a very uphill piaffe. 

What joy then, on arriving at Liscombe Farm, to discover the opposite box occupied 

by the delicious Shandy!  It got better, too, Margaret Barry’s beautiful  mare, 

Rhianne, was next to her!   “Good hotel, this”, is I think what he said. 

For any of you thinking of 2010 GHS, or even just a nice break away with your 

horse, you could do a lot worse than stay in one of the cottages on Sally Lake’s  

Liscombe Farm.  We had a really well kitted out kitchen, dishwasher and 

washer/dryer included.  Lovely porcelain crockery, cut glass wine glasses, loads of 

good saucepans and utensils, and bed linen to die for.   The horses had huge loose 

boxes, as much bedding and haylage as we needed all for £10.00 per day.   

The organisation of the GHS is something else.   Everything had been thought out 

and planned, doubtless  the experience of having run 43 previous rides helped!    The 

only fly in the organisers ointment was the weather.    Not, this year,  the damp, low 

flying clouds, that  Exmoor is famous for, but near gale force winds that transformed 

innocent harmless marquees into screaming flapping, banging monsters that  sent 

many a heart rate skittering into penalty zones.   Poor Delwyn was one such casualty, 

on time for gold, pulse rate of 50 at the final crew point, then  Shandy,  convinced she 

was about to be eaten by the horrid thing next to the vet, got spun on an elevated 

heart rate down to silver. 

My personal aim was to complete in one piece, and was delighted to finish the first 

day within gold time.   On the second day, I stupidly got time muddled and set off on 

the same course but in the reverse direction, 17 minutes after the clock had started 

ticking.   Even so, my little horse still came in only 25 minutes out of gold time, 

without pushing, so I was really really thrilled with him. 

I have to be truthful, there was one point on the second day when I thought we had 

run out of steam altogether, every polite request to get on with the job met with 

stoney non-cooperation. 

Who should come up behind us but Gina, our Chairman, fairly whizzing up the steep 

deep track from the Hawksbridge crossing .    “Come on” she said, “ you’ve got to 

motivate him!”    

“Any suggestions on how?” said I, 

 “Well whack ‘im, whack ‘im!” was the reply. 

So I did whack ‘im, once, quite firmly, and indeed, after recovering from the shock of 

the chief stable hand and provider of food daring to challenge him, my little man was 

motivated to whizz up the track after Gina.  So many thanks to Gina for our “pull”. 

Over the two days we had lots of “pulls”, all, without exception from good looking 

mares.  Why doesn’t that surprise me?  So, many thanks to all those girls and their 

riders, and apologies to the occasional  passing  geldings who got scowled at! 

Thanks to all the old hands who pointed us in the right direction with such generosity 

of spirit, and thanks to the marvelous people who gave their free time up to 

marshalling, stewarding, marking, and pen pushing so that we riders with our special 

horses could enjoy this special place. 

Can’t wait to have another crack, next year! 
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Golden Horseshoe 2009         Gill Talbot and Ranazak 
 

After winning the coveted Gold Award in the 160km Golden Horseshoe class in 2008 

with Malabar Storm, this year we decided to take my second horse Ranazak (Zakky) 

to see if he could better his Silver award of 2005 in the Exmoor Stag 120km. 

 

Arriving in Exford on Saturday 9th May the weather was bright & sunny but cool – 

which would be perfect for riding if it stayed this way, in fact, I would have preferred 

it cooler, as Zak was refusing point blank to lose his winter woollies.  I’d dithered at 

home for the previous week and decided to pack the clippers along with the rugs, just 

in case, but once in Exford the cool winds persuaded me not to clip – Zak’s  luxury 

accommodation for the week included a field with outstanding views but 

consequently very exposed to the elements. 

 

As we rode out of the venue at the start of our 1
st
 day 80km, the wind was starting to 

get stronger but the sky was blue and the sun was shining. The first section took us 

out to Winsford, some good cantering over private land and a couple of steep pulls up 

hill, with the obligatory downs in between.  We had been joined early by Ray 

Davison and Saintwestwell Silver Mask, and the two horses were working together 

well to tackle the numerous gates.  Down into Marsh Bridge at the Southern most tip 

of the route, back up to Hawkridge, Withypool and a steep pull into Half Way at 

Lower Riscombe Farm.  By the time we rode into Half Way the wind was doing its 

utmost to blow us off the horses and it was cold.   

 

Robin Edwards had joined my husband Rob to help crew on the Monday, and both 

had carefully selected the most sheltered part of the field for Zakky and I to prepare 

for vetting, which was proving tricky for some as the cold wind was catching many 

out. Zak was un-tacked and rugged warmly before being presented to the vet.  We 

decided to leave any major washing off until after the vetting in case he chilled.  The 

50 minutes was all too quickly gone and Ray and I were soon cantering once again 

over the open moorland and out toward the coastal path. 

 

I can pin point exactly where Zak stumbled badly on the moor, I can remember him 

lurching forward almost onto one knee, but he hardly missed his canter stride and 

soon re-balanced himself to continue on his way, it was only as we descended to the 

narrow roadway I realised that stumble had caused him to pull a shoe.  Ray left us 

bandaging Zak’s right fore and struggling to tighten the Shoof with the welcome help 

of two marshals who assured me a farrier would be waiting for me at the next crew 

spot. 

 

Why Zakky has waited until his 13
th
 year to start pulling shoes off I do not know, but 

experience from Wentwood this year taught me that trotting in a Shoof is not to be 

recommended, but cantering & walking is usually fine. Luckily for me the next mile 

or so was on good cantering with one hefty steep climb to the coastal path and the 
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promised crew spot.   Sure enough the farrier was ready, Rob had two spare front 

shoes clasped in his hand and within 6 minutes the bare foot was re-shod, a quick 

assessment by all on-lookers and the farrier confirmed Zakky to be sound so we 

cantered away over the moor. 

 

The views from the coastal path were pretty spectacular as the estuary had been 

whipped by the wind into some spectacular waves.  It was impossible to ride without 

one hand clasping the front of the saddle for fear of been blown away with some of 

the gusts making more than an idle threat to remove my helmet and map case! 

 

Zakky did me proud right up until the last crew spot up on Exford Common, and this 

is where he started to feel a little weary, the strong winds and deep going over the 

common were starting to take their toll.  A quick slosh, couple of handfuls of feed 

from the two Rob’s and we were soon on our way back to the venue field, but first 

we had that long, steep pull up from Exford.  Lots of folk leading their horses up here 

trying hard to save them for day two so we joined them.   At the final vetting of day 

one Zakky was in Gold time, vetted sound and fit to continue on day two. 

 

Day two was as bright and sunny as day one, but with less violent winds!  We trotted 

over the start line and I felt happy that my horse was forward going and feeling 

refreshed after his night’s rest.   We were soon joined by Anne Jobson riding Samson 

and she asked if I was intending to ride for Gold time today and if I was, could she 

and Samson join us to which we agreed – always better to have two to tackle gates on 

Exmoor, and today on the 40km loop there was no gate allowance. 

 

The 40 km loop started out from Comers Gate and we enjoyed some flat, fast turf for 

the first few miles before having to tackle the slow section up and down stony tracks 

before and after Tarr Steps.  The section from Hawkridge to Marsh Bridge was very 

slow, so many stony tracks and a tricky, slippery long downhill section - I was 

watching Gold time slipping away fast, my Garmin telling me our average speed was 

now below11.5 kph.  At Winsford Rob asked how we were doing – not good was my 

response, we need to push on – and luckily the next and final part of the route 

allowed for this.  As we bowled over field after field and good flat turf, I was so 

pleased to see our average speed starting to climb back up into the 12kph range, and 

as we ‘whooped’ and ‘yee-hah’ed’ our horses along the final stretch of the river we 

knew we had time in hand to walk the last steep climb back to the venue if necessary 

– which it wasn’t, both horses were now on a mission, they could smell home, feel 

our excitement, and they were more than game to attempt the steep climb at canter. 

 

Back at the venue it was once again tricky crewing for the final vetting.  The current 

venue is such a wide open space high up on the moors.   So far during its use we have 

been blessed with sunny, dry weather, but I dread to think what that venue would be 

like in bad weather – however once again on this occasion the sun was out but the 

wind was cold and quite strong, so we had to be careful with the water, but Zakky 
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was relaxed and vetted well with a pulse well below the required 55 bpm – success!  

Another coveted gold award was ours and Rob and I were thrilled. 

 

At the prize giving we learnt we had won the Best Turned out and Handling award 

and were awarded a fleece rug for Zakky and a £70 voucher for Ariat Boots for me!  

We also won the Gold Award for the horse nearest to Gold Time and the most 

BEAUTIFUL and impressive bronze Stag Award, in memory of Cheryl Logan, for 

the Best Pure Bred Arab, along with a second voucher for £80 for Ariat boots and a 

tub of Equizest Endurance Plus for Zakky.  What wonderful prizes! 

 

Our sincere thanks to Robin Edwards for his much appreciated help crewing and 

photography (a lovely reminder of the event) and to John, Ali and Carolyn for their 

help, tea and cake at the finish, and of course to all the hardworking helpers, 

organisers and sponsors who made it all possible. 

 

Weight Loss at Golden Horseshoe    Delwyn Hall 

 
At this year’s Golden Horseshoe Dodson & Horrell offered the services of a 

weighbridge. On the second day of the Exmoor Experience I decided to have Chador 

weighed, 457kg pre- ride and 449kg post- ride, a loss of 8kg =1.7% of body weight. I 

found this very enlightening, as Chador had been well crewed and was not struggling 

with the course and the weather was good for riding. Her weight loss was considered 

normal. I wonder how much would be lost on a very hot day without crewing (or 

with a stubborn horse!)   

 

 

Berkshire Downs 2day 160km ER 

 

 

Mary Stubbs Writes 

 

I always wanted to have a crack at this race. The old 40 mile ER at Berkshire Downs 

was one of the big races of the year and when the 2 day 160 km came into being, I 

thought one day, I'd love to try that. 

2003. Warrens Hill Chanda and I had done several ER's the previous year and were 

trying to get on the (then) intermediate team. A fairly star studded field including a 

lot of the senior team hopefuls set off. We worked out that 14-15 kph would have us 

there or thereabouts so we toddled off at the back. Most of the pack went very fast on 

the first loop. We were 30 mins adrift going at 16. 

When Sarah Rogerson won this race in 2009 she completed a quite remarkable 

family achievement as mother Mary here relates.  It remains only for father 

Steve to win it next year though he looked a bit aghast at the suggestion! 
(Margaret) 
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However, we passed one horse on the course early on, passed one that had had a fall, 

unknowingly past a few that had gone the wrong way, passed a couple in the vet 

gates and ended up at the end of day 1 in second. At the morning trot up, the leader 

was withdrawn as he had sustained an overreach on day 1 so off we went in the lead! 

We managed to sustain a fair pace on the second day and there we were, Southern 

Champions. 

 

2004. Chanda and I have another try. This is a much more competitive contest. 

For much of the first day we were with Elaine Gore and Lyph's a Rush, a big, fast 

horse. Elaine went out a few minutes ahead on Day 2 but we soon caught her and 

rode the first loop together very fast. She lost a shoe on the way in but kept going and 

got the shoe replaced  quickly and was after us again in no time. 

The second loop was even faster. On the track from the Red Barn (for those who 

know the course well)and onto to road at the bottom, suddenly the horse was not 

quite on her shoulder and seemed to be tiring slightly. On the next decent track, we 

put our foot down, going past the front of the 65 open class (oops) and we were 

through the last vet gate and hold at the Chicken Farm before Elaine arrived. We 

came in steadily and that was number 2 

 

2005 we were asked to go to Cranwell by the senior team but Gill Talbot and 

Malabar Storm kept the trophy for Offas Dyke. 

 

2006.This year we had Jill Kent and Spirit and Linda Sherwood and Khala for 

company. Khala and Chanda hated each other, both highly competitive mares, so I 

tried to keep just back from the leaders. Linda was out at ? vet gate 1 on day 2 and 

Chanda set off on the final circuit with a narrow lead.  Jill was with us and though I 

went ahead just before the chicken farm, Chanda'a pulse was slow to come down and 

Spirit presented just in the lead. We caught her and legged it across the decent field 

just past the vetgate and then spent a nervous  run in looking over my shoulder. 

Chanda retired later that year after sustaining an injury at Cirencester. 

 

2007. Gill and Malabar Storm regain the trophy. 

 

2008.Rachael and Gryphon (Lori) line up. This is much more stressful than riding. 

Rachael has barely ridden as she is away at University and I have done my best to 

train her horse. This year it is a contest between Susan Hawes on Jade Rani, Alex 

Tennant on Mystic Dream and Gryphon. Rachael went quite steadily to start but had 

made some inroads into the leaders by the end of day 1 and went out a  few minutes 

behind Susan in second. The 90 km open went off at the same time as Alex due to the 

staggered start and she went with the pack and caught up Rachael and Susan. Susan 

and Alex went on but Rachael pulled back off the pack as Lori was being a bit of an 

idiot. She was more or less back with them coming into the final vet gate at the 

venue. The final stretch up the Ridgeway and back and she left in third. They shot off 

with masses of running left and had galloped past Susan before they were out of 
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sight. Mystic Dream also declined to chase him when overtaken and she came back 

the winner. 

 

2009. Sarah's turn with CS Kabira. Sarah and Kabira had done a 90 km at Haywood 

Oaks in april but apart from that she had hardly had the chance to sit on her horse 

since the autumn. This year we have Susan Hawes and Farouk de Lozelle, Jill Kent 

and Spirit, Emma Sparks and Corot and Debbie Williams and Clinwill Charmaine for 

company. Emma and Jill go off in front, Debbie and Sarah go next and Susan starts 

after but had gone past Debbie and Sarah by the first crew point. Sadly Debbie was 

out at VG1 and Sarah caught up with Susan. Spirit lost a shoe and Emma carried on 

in the lead. At the end of day 1 Emma had a narrow lead from Sarah, Susan was third 

and Jill fourth. Kabira went at a relentless canter all day on day 2, came in with Corot 

on the first loop and passed him in the vetgate. Susan and Farouk then took up the 

challenge and they rode side by side for the next loop until Farouk started to tire. 

Sarah kept going and came into the last vet gate with a comfortable lead. Poor Jill 

lost another shoe on day 2. 

Kabira did a very steady last loop and came home to land our fifth win. 

Silly statistics: Our farrier Chris Packer also shoes for Gill so he has shod 

7/7 winners since 2003. Les sparks has saddled 9/9 as he also saddled Khairo. 

Kabira cheated a bit and wore a Pathfinder (won at BD by Chanda) on day 1 and her 

Free'n'easy on day 2. 

 
 

 

Berkshire Downs 86km Open ER   Gill Talbot & Malabar Storm 
 

As Horseshoe was within the same week as Berkshire Downs, we decided competing 

over 120km’s on the previous Monday and Tuesday that it really was asking too 

much of both rider and crew to enter the 160km two day ride at Berkshire Downs the 

following weekend but both Rob and I wanted to take Dan (Malabar Storm) for an 

outing – so we settled on the 86km ER. 

 

We crawled out of bed at 4.30am, horse was stuffed into the trailer and we were 

heading toward the M4 at 5.30am.  The 2 hour journey to Wantage was totally un-

eventful, despite the warnings picked up from the news the previous evening about 

possible delays due to a bridge being swung into position on the M4! 

 

We arrived, vetted and were soon tacked up and warming up for our 8.30am start – at 

this time is was cold and blustery but dry……… not for long!  No sooner had the 

starter said ‘Go’ than the rain started, slow and steady at first, before turning into a 

torrential downpour. 

 

Riding the Ridgeway was very tricky as the chalky clay rides like ice when wet.  I 

was trapped in the middle of the pack at the start but managed to get Dan to the front 

so I could see exactly where his feet were going.  Horses were slipping and sliding all 
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around us but Dan, as sure footed as ever, was making easy work of the dips and ruts 

of the Ridgeway.   

  

Rob was definitely surplus to requirements as crew on the first loop, enough slosh 

water coming from the sky!  My saddle, lovingly cleaned the day before, was now so 

slippery, I was struggling to keep my seat.  Back into the 1
st
 VG we wasted time on 

our presentation but were still within 30 seconds of the leading 3.  Dan bowled out of 

the venue onto his second circuit and was soon in among the 3 leaders which 

included Nicky Malcolm and Sue Loveridge.  We all rode together round the next 

loop all horses cantering onward steadily, picking their way gingerly round the 

expanding puddles. 

 

Once again we were slow presenting – I think I was still jet lagged from Exford!  

Dan’s pulse in the low 50’s once again, and this bad judgement gave Nicky the 1 

minute lead she needed and my nearest rival, Beverley Edwards, a 40 second gap out 

of the gate.   As Nicky galloped out of the last VG I knew we would struggle to catch 

her, and in fact we never saw her again until the finish, but my fellow competitor was 

picking her way carefully along the ruts when I came up behind her just outside the 

gate. 

 

The final loop this year at Berkshire Downs was something new, it took you off the 

main Ridgeway out toward CP1 and looped you back round to the long Drove 

coming in behind CP1, then it was the usual straight run back into the finish.  Dan 

was as keen as ever on this last circuit, but as we cantered back toward the road he 

suddenly seemed quite happy to let Bev get ahead and leave us, so I relaxed and we 

settled happily into 3
rd

 position.  As we crossed the road Bev was just slightly ahead 

but was now trotting, Dan’s head raised and he quickened his pace slightly.  We were 

soon alongside then in front as we came to the walk section, both horses obliged and 

walked round the corner.  As soon as her feet hit the grass Bev broke into a gallop 

and Dan was hot on her heels.   As we neared the tricky entrance to the venue I just 

knew to be safe I needed the inside line into the gate, so Dan was positioned carefully 

and sure enough the tricky entrance was taken in a couple of strides and we found 

ourselves level with our fellow competitor.   

 

I had been determined NOT to gallop in for 2
nd

 place.  However, Bev was so 

determined to have it I suddenly became SO determined she would not!  I suddenly 

found myself shouting at the top of my voice ‘go on Dan, go on’ and Danny broke 

into a flat out gallop along the short section of straight grass to the finish!  We took it 

by a neck and Steve Rogerson managed to catch it all on camera……. every opening 

and closing of my mouth screaming at Dan to go for it!!!  I shall be able to smile and 

cringe over those pics for years to come.. thank you Steve !!!! 

 

Great result and great fun and my sincere thanks to everyone involved in organising 

one of my favourite all time rides. 
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Mortimer Forest Training Ride 25
th

 April 2009      Jan Rath 

 

 

This was a new ride run by The Heart of England Group in the lovely Mortimer 

Forest but without the A49 crossing and the long road section up through the 

Bromfield/Oakley Park Estates as encountered on The Ludlow Ride.  

 

After a reasonably long dry spell, I got up on the morning of the ride to find that it 

was pouring with rain, but by the time that I was ready to load it had stopped and it 

turned out to be a glorious day. 

 

The ride venue was about a mile up the main forestry track from the Forestry 

Commission offices and buildings (vet gate 2 & 4 on The Ludlow Ride). Parking was 

well organised with an adequate turning area and plenty of space to park ‘chevron 

style’ on wide grass verges both sides of the track. 

 

I had arranged to ride with Janet Bitmead who was there waiting for me, so we were 

away nice and early, shortly after 10am. The route ran in a clockwise direction 

around the forest so being the opposite of Ludlow. We started off at a nice leisurely 

walk downhill to let the horses settle and get to know each other but once at the end 

of this section of track we soon got into a nice rhythm and both Standard Breds 

worked well together. Lady pulled her usual faces and Toby totally ignored her. 

Some of the tracks were new to us and generally the going was very good with some 

nice long cantering stretches and very little roadwork. There was a choice of ride 

distances of 13, 20, 30, and 40kms and we had opted for the 30km route as it was one 

complete circuit, whereas the 40km route was back to the venue and then out again 

on a further 10km loop. Some of the views were spectacular especially from CP1 on 

the High Vinnalls where a lot of tree felling has taken place to open up the whole 

area. 

 

The marking was brilliant and we never once had any doubts about which way to go, 

although Lady was convinced that she ought to be heading off downhill at Lower 

Whitcliffe and back to the racecourse even though we were travelling along the track 

in the opposite way to usual. 

 

I think it fair to say that we had a real ‘blast’ and that we all thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves. Thank you to Janet for your company and crew, and to The Heart of 

England Group for organising the ride. There was talk of it perhaps being in the 

Rides programme for next year as a graded ride – I certainly hope it is. 
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Cirencester Park              Nicola Davies 
  

My first ever experience of Cirencester and I loved it! 

Although I have been to this ride for the last two years I have never got to ride there 

and had not planned to ride there this year as had no one to accompany me. I got a 

phone call on Tuesday night asking would I like to have a friend’s entry, the decision 

was made that I would like to but firstly needed to get my last two A level exams out 

the way. 

  

Sunday morning soon came round as I was very excited but also slightly nervous as 

had done every ride with my riding buddy Belinda Stewart. My horse Hendrewen 

Pirate (Pie) who is only a Novice didn’t seem that bothered by all that was going on 

but found the tents in the vetting rather scary! We set off at a good trot and time 

seemed to have flown by as we were soon at a crew point. The going was good with 

only a few tricky muddy parts which being a Welsh cob didn’t really notice. The nice 

long canters over lovely parkland were fantastic and made time fly by. The marking 

was brilliant and we didn’t get lost once, thank goodness as I’m useless with a map. 

At about 35km, Sam who I was riding with noticed I had lost a shoe and so we 

slowly carried on to the finish but still finished with a speed of 12.2. 

At the final vetting I was praying he would be sound let alone his final grading. So to 

finish on a heartrate of 44, I got mine and Pie’s first ever grade 1- fantastic!! 

 

Thank you has to go to the ride organisers as it was brilliantly marked, very well 

organised and a fantastic route. It was brilliant and I would definitely come again. 

Also a big thank you to Fiona Griffiths and Belinda who crewed for myself and Sam 

Owen on the day in the 40km Novice who did a fab job and most of all to Sam who 

accompanied me on the ride.  

 

 

GBR Senior Development Squad Trip – The road to Mont-Le-Soie                            

Sharon Parr 

 

 

Unfortunately my French speaking is very poor, or I would have realised “Mont” 

meant mountain long before I was ascending yet another “mont” to reach the venue at 

570 metres of elevation to finish the 126 kilometre FEI ride there in May (should 

have studied harder at school but that is another story…!) 

 

Anyway, to start at the beginning, over the ten years since I started in endurance, I 

had always admired those hardy souls who completed the longer distance rides.  Even 

from the days when 40k seemed a very long way, I had that dream to compete abroad 

under the GB banner.  Over the years, that ambition was often very distant or at best 

laughable.  Forge Quest (Kaz) and myself had a couple of failed attempts at selection 

in the early 2000’s, but Kaz never really had the stomach (or more accurately too 

much interest in his stomach!) to go more than 50 miles in a day consistently.  A 
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particular low point was Kaz lying down in the vetgate at the selection ride to eat 

grass.  Not something he has done at any other time in his endurance career!  

Although not officially on the squad in 2008, riding the feisty little French horse 

Rumelito (Rumi), we completed the selection ride at Kings Forest at 18k and were 

offered a chance to compete in Sangatte.  However, sadly two weeks before the ride, 

and on the day the team riding tights and hat arrived in the post, the horse went lame.  

Needless to say, the stripey tights were thrown in the loft and that dream abandoned 

for another year. 

 

At the end of 2008, despite cries from partner Dave all the way to the squad training 

of “why are we doing this all again when we have done it all before and it will be a 

waste of time” we started training for Mont-le-Soie – 120k FEI** at the beginning of 

May.  We were told by squad management in early January to train on plenty of hills, 

as the ride was tough and technical.  Apart from the weather problems, this was good 

for me as we have plenty of hills in the Offa’s Dyke region, but a bit more difficult 

for the two riders from Cambridgeshire.  At that point, it became clear that due to FEI 

rule changes we would also need to re-qualify.  The good news was that we only 

need to weigh in at 70kg (as I weigh only 51kg the heavier weight is always difficult) 

however the only realistic opportunity to qualify at 90k was at Haywood Oaks in mid 

April – only 20 days before the Mont-le-Soie ride date and right on the FEI minimum 

period for competing again!  At this point we were asked who was game to carry on 

and a few riders dropped out.  The selection pool was down to 7 riders. 

 

During the winter, the horse was worked 5 days a week, including an amount on the 

horse walker – very helpful during the 10 inches of snow  (which caused the squad 

training in February to be abandoned).  We also attended all the Group schooling 

lessons at Huntley, (having the spectre of riding a dressage test at the selection event 

in March hanging over us).  At the first lesson Carole Broad summed up with “you 

don’t get extra points for how many times the horse bucks.” He kicked out and struck 

the wall a few times (having never been in an indoor school before) and also expertly 

kicked a flying clod of earth to hit Carole.  However after several lessons we were 

did improve! 

 

We started the year with Cotswold social ride in December, then Wyre Forest PR and 

then 30k competitive at Hopwas Hop.  These last two undulating rides, both with 

plenty of opportunities to canter, brought his fitness on significantly.  At the selection 

event at Kings Forest we were asked to do only 48k graded, rather than the ER, as 

Haywood Oaks was only a couple of weeks away.  We completed the dreaded 

dressage test – in high wind, in the middle of an open field, surprisingly well.  The 

next day the selection ride took place on wonderful going and in balmy sunshine.  

The ride was certainly less stressful than the dressage.  A few days later, we were told 

that we were selected subject to successful completion of 90k FEI* at Haywood 

Oaks.  We duly went to Haywood Oaks, and under the watchful eyes of team 

management (reminding us at every vet gate to “not go too fast, just get round”) we 
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completed at an official speed of 16.45k .  So with less than three weeks to go, the 

riding tights were brought out of the loft and final preparations began. 

 

We needed extra crew, and I was very fortunate that Belinda Stewart and Pam James 

agreed to accompany us at short notice.  The crew were significantly more 

experienced internationally than the rider, so a great source of knowledge and 

experience!  On a sunny morning at the end of April, 5 horses, riders and masses of 

equipment left Dover in Phillip Hurst’s excellent lorry to travel to the Ardennes, 

Belgium and Mont-le-Soie. 

 

The horses travelled very well and were duly installed in the excellent stables at 

Mont-le –Soie that afternoon.  The venue is an equestrian centre with excellent 

facilities, so we were very well looked after and everyone was very friendly.  

Everything was accompanied by piped music and load French commentary over the 

sound system.  (We realised after some hours that they only had the one CD though, 

so it got a bit wearing!)  Following a few hectic days of preparation, including 

recceying the 18 some crew points, it was time for the pre-ride vetting.  Horses were 

plaited (much to Rumi’s disgust - well done Pam) and the 5 horses successfully 

vetted – accompanied by a lightning storm.  The team photo was duly recorded, and 

we all departed for an early night before a 6.30am start. 

 

Ride Day 

 

The day dawned very foggy, as is commonplace in that region, but fortunately there 

was no rain.  It was a pleasant surprise to arrive at the venue at horrible o’clock to 

find pain au chocolate and nice strong coffee laid on by ride management (don’t 

expect the same at Forest of Dean folks!) 

 

Some 26 horses massed for the start.  My buzzy little horse was very keen to be off, 

having been stabled for most of the last 6 days.  After an erratic start we were finally 

on our way.  We had been told at the briefing, and by ride management, to take it 

slow or we would not complete this tough, technical course.  The field quickly 

divided into a number of groups over the first loop, which had many severe climbs 

and descents.  Some of these were rocky, and in fact most of the going was very 

similar to our Maryland or Tintern rides.  At the end of the first loop, Jill Semmens 

was ahead of the British, followed by Lesley, David, Caroline and myself, riding with 

some Swiss riders.  I had decided go slow, as it was early in the year to attempt this 

distance over such a tough course.  However, we were still doing 14k at the end of 

the first loop and Rumi was pulling and wanted to go quicker.  The leading group 

(two German and a French rider) arrived back after 40k in the lead, but the course 

provided its toughness here, as all 3 were vetted out lame, along with 2 Belgian 

riders.  The British all passed the first vetgate successfully.  The leaders going into 

the 2
nd

 loop 2 Belgian riders, with Jill best of the British in 5
th
 place.  
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Rumi was still excited at the first vetgate, so took longer to present than his riding 

companions and lost a few minutes here, so we set out on the 2
nd

 30k loop on our 

own.  After a long downhill section, this loop was easier with some long canter 

stretches.  After a while we caught up with Caroline and Paramal, together with a 

Belgian rider.  Rumi settled well with Paramal, but was still pulling as we came to the 

last 300 metre ascent back to the venue.  It became apparent as we jogged up this big 

hill that Paramal was not coping well.  He had not really settled into the melee of 

travelling, and was sadly spun at the vetgate on pulse. 

 

The remaining 4 British riders all passed and set out on another 30k loop, with the 

same long climb back to the venue at the end.  Rumi was still very keen and sprang 

up the last hill, accompanied by riders in the 100k class who were coming into the 

finish.  He was very disappointed not to be allowed to join their sprint round the 

venue field to the line.  Again this did not help him settle on arrival at the vetgate, so 

he took a few minutes to present, but the vetting and represent were passed with no 

problem for him.  The same could not be said for the rider – I was very tired at this 

point and huddled under several coats and blankets during the hold, as it had become 

cold and breezy at the venue by now.  I was very glad to be able to rest and eat while 

the crew very efficiently looked after the horse – we certainly would not have been fit 

to continue otherwise! 

 

We only had 20k to go now, but this loop was the toughest with many short sharp 

hills over poor going - a mixture of very rocky tracks, deep clay and slippery roads.  

We completed this loop much slower, finally arrived at the last 2k climb back to the 

venue.  It was a track we had ridden during training, which again had a 300 metre 

ascent to the finish.  I led him most of the way up and at this point Rumi was glad to 

see some company on the ground with him, as we had been alone for the whole loop.  

As come along the last track to the finish, we saw the welcome sight of some red 

British jackets – the team farrier and Caroline’s crew had been sent out to check we 

were coming in.  Rumi saw them and speeded up immediately, so we trotted briskly 

to the finish, to much cheering and shouting from the rest of the squad who had 

already finished.  Now we only had the vetting to complete.  We presented in 6 

minutes – pulse was 56, and aided by the cheers from the assembled multitude he 

passed the trot up.  We completed in 12
th
 place at around 12.5k – the last successful 

finisher, but very pleased. 

 

Thank you to Pam, Belinda, Dave and of course to Rumi for making it all possible, 

and remember, if you have a dream then Never Give Up! 

 

Sharon Parr and Rumelito 
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Endurance GB’s Great Rescue Ride at The Tally Ho Endurance Ride 
In Aid of HorseWorld Saturday 25 July 2009 

 
 

Ride organiser Emma Miller has asked us to include this letter from Pip Eyles of HorseWorld - 

inviting you all to enter the 18km NCR sponsored ride in aid of HorseWorld. Special entry form is 

available on the Offa’s Dyke website or main EGB website. You can chose to either enter as 

normal and pay the usual entry fee, or make an additional donation to the charity, or have a 

sponsor form to raise  funds 

 

Letter from Pip 

 
We would like to invite you to take part in a special sponsored pleasure ride on Saturday 25 July 2009.   
The Endurance GB’s Great Rescue Ride will be an exciting and enjoyable time for both horse and rider 
and also an opportunity to help make a difference to horses and ponies that have been mistreated or 
neglected. 
 
HorseWorld is currently responsible for the lives of over 120 equines at our centre, with approximately 
350 at loan homes across the country - we strive to provide the best quality of life for every horse, pony 

and donkey in our care. 
 
Through your support and sponsorship for this ride we can continue to make a difference and improve the 
quality of life for so many animals in need – horses like Maggie May who was abandoned by her owner 
and left to run along a dual carriageway towards on-coming traffic.    
 
In terrible condition, with overgrown feet, dreadlocked mane and emaciated Maggie was very scared of 
people but this gentle little mare seemed to try hard to trust them.  Food was gradually introduced; she 
was wormed and given antibiotics by the vet.  Grooming and close attention seemed to bring out the best 
in this lovely little two year old mare and finally the farrier was able to trim her feet to make her more 
comfortable.  

 
Still in poor condition and very weak, she was turned out with a small herd of horses to recover and 
HorseWorld grooms continued with gentle handling work to help her gain trust in people.  Then came the 
surprise….just a month after her rescue she gave birth to a healthy black colt!  She was so incredibly thin 
that there had been no other signs of pregnancy. 
 
Following four years of rehabilitation at HorseWorld, Maggie has now found a loving loan home where she 
is continuing her training and becoming a lovely riding pony, showing a lot of potential.   
 
HorseWorld is very grateful to Endurance GB for their support, and should you decide to take part in this 
exciting ride you can be assured that you will be helping to change the lives of hundreds of horses and 
ponies.  
 
We look forward to receiving your entry form and if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact either Emma Miller at Endurance GB on 01749812210, email: emmamiller@emaccounts.com or 
myself on 01275 893034, email: pip.eyles@horseworld.org.uk.  
 
 
Pip Eyles 
Horseworld 
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Mid and North Wales Group Group Social Rides  

 
August 16

th
 Longwood Social Ride  at Chris & Roys Bettws Bledrws   

Phone Chris Jones 01570 493498  

 

September 20
th

 Talsarn Social Ride Llanllyr Date tbc Phone Heather Davies 

 

*********Associate members enter these rides at members’ rates******** 
 

Dyfant & Vyrnwy Horse Riders’ and Carriage Drivers’ Association 

have a very informative website giving information on riding trails in the Mid-Wales 

area (also known as the Rainbow Trails Project) The web site includes maps and 

information about the routes, B&B and stabling in the area.  

Visit www.dyfnanthorses.org.uk 

 

ADVERTS 

 

Advert below by Caroline MacBrayne (associate member of Offa’s Dyke Group) 

 

Horse wanted for share 
 

Owing to unsoundness, possibly permanent, of my current loan horse, I am looking 

for a horse to share, to stay at its present yard within 20 miles of Gloucester.  As a 

lightweight adult I could ride anything between 14 and 15.3 and would like a forward 

–going but sane ride for hacking, NCRs and Novice CRs.  As I’m in London 

Tues/Thurs, riding days would centre on the weekend, except in school holidays. I 

am offering some help with yard duties, crewing for your rides and a worthwhile 

financial contribution. Please email if we can help each other out: 

cmacbrayne@aol.com                                                    

Caroline MacBrayne  

 

 

 

 

Adverts free for Offa’s Dyke members and Associate members. 

Non members £5 half page £10 full page 
 
 
 



 

24 

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM - 2009 
 
 
NAME.......................................................................................... 
 
ADDRESS.................................................................................... 
             
 
..................................................................................................... 
 
POST CODE...................... 
 
TEL. NO...................................EMAIL……………………….. 
 
Are you willing to have your name, address and phone number 
circulated to ALL members and newsletter subscribers? 
Yes/No…………… 
 
Would you like receive the newsletter by Email? Yes/No…………. 
 
Would you like receive other news about the group by Email? 
Yes/No…………. 
 
 
SUBSCRIPTION    £5.00 per annum. Please send cheque made 
payable to OFFA’S DYKE BRANCH OF ENDURANCE GB with form 
to: Carolyn Edwards, Duart House, Brookfield Road, Churchdown, 
Gloucestershire, GL3 2PF. Tel: 01452 857352 
 
Please note that Membership of the Group is OPEN and FREE to 
members and associate members of EGB who have indicated a 
wish to be in Offa’s Dyke Group. For non members of Offa’s Dyke 
Group, we ask for £5.00 subscription per year for the newsletter.  
 


