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Chairman’s Comments 

The EGB competition season has now concluded, but our Group still have plenty to look forward 
to! Most important of all is the Branch Annual Meeting on December the 2nd – the Officers and 
Committee of the Group will need to be elected – we are always keen to welcome new committee 
members – please let Kerri (Secretary) know if you are interested in joining us! To whet our 
appetite’s for next year’s big global event – the World Equestrian Games – Martin Moore will be 
giving us a flavour of his recent visit to the venue area (Tryon, North Carolina) and what 
competitors need to expect. And then the many Trophy presentations! You must return a trophy 
card by post or email as detailed in order to be considered – and do it before the 24th November 
– so why don’t you do it right now? !! 

Next Saturday (writing this on 29th October) Abbi Tennant is organising a Gait Analysis session – 
I believe there is currently only 1 vacancy, thanks as ever to Nicola there are monthly schooling 
lessons, and the committee is working on some evening events for the new year. For those 
planning on getting their horses back into work for next season, the Christmas Ride will be on 
December 31st – so plenty happening in the Group! 

As always, there are some great achievements by Group members – two particularly stand out – 
the first is the recent announcement that of all the “Leading Rider” awards at all the year’s FEI 
rides, the best score of the year by a Brit was from our Co-Vice Chair, Fiona Griffiths! Well done 
Fiona, richly deserved! This award is scored from vetgate presentation times and vetting 
parameters – the intention is to reward the rider that rides most sympathetically in the spirit of 
horse welfare being foremost. The second great achievement I want to draw your attention to is 
Rachael Cratchley being “Overall Winner” in this year’s Cairngorm 100 ride – over some of the 
toughest and most remote terrain in the UK, 100 miles ridden in 20 hours 39 minutes – what an 
achievement! Don’t miss our social event on 6th January where Rachael will tell us all about her 
experiences!  To round off the year’s Group successes in FEI and CERs - at the manic August 
day at Euston Park Mary Stubbs was successful in the 2*, as were Fiona Griffiths and Louise 
Rich in the 1*. At the Red Dragon, the feature class being this year’s National Championship (2-
day 160CER) had Sarah Rogerson 2nd, Rachael Cratchley 3rd (and Best Condition) and Andrea 
Champ 5th of 15 starters / 7 finishers. In the 80CER, Sue Loveridge was 9th. In the final ride of 
the year at Royalties, Fiona Griffiths was 2nd in the 1*, and Mary Stubbs won the 80CER. Well 
done to all !! 

Thank you to all our organisers! To Fiona Griffiths who organised the Bwlch Raid 2-day National 
ride, and also the Group ride at Talybont (wasn’t it great!), to Nicola Davies for all the schooling 
lessons, and to Abbi Tennant for organising the trip to Bromyard Fire Station’s Animal Rescue 
Unit – all were very much appreciated! 

WE have submitted 2018 Ride Proposals for the 2 Forest of Dean rides, but the organising team 
is being reshuffled and the committee have been discussing at some length the issue of 
volunteer recruitment – there will be more news of plans in the next newsletter. 

I hope you all had an enjoyable season, whether successful or less so, but please come and join 
in on December 2nd – the evening including dinner is free to members!  

Offa’s Dyke Group of Endurance GB 

Newsletter-  November 2017 
www.egboffasdyke.co.uk 

Chris Wray 
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Committee Contacts 
 

Chair and Trophy Secretary                   Chris Wray  

Pentrewheeler Farm, Cwmcarvan, Nr Monmouth, Gwent, NP25 4PL   

 Tel:   01600 860938                    Email: c_wray@tiscali.co.uk   

 

Vice Chair                Heather Evans   

Springfield, Walford, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 5RB   

Tel:  01989 566034                                Email: zzaapp999@googlemail.com   

 

Vice Chair and Health and Safety                       Fiona Griffiths  

 Ty Mawr Farm, Bwlch, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7NX   

Tel: 01874730987                            Email: info@golden-castle.co.uk   

 

Secretary                          Kerri Costello   

The Beeches, Barbadoes Hill, Tintern, Chepstow, Monmouthshire, NP16 6ST   

Tel:  01291680084 / 07900 926811                 Email: kerri.costello@yahoo.co.uk    

 

Treasurer                 Sarah Rogerson    

 11 High Street, Ayleburton, Lydney, Glos, GL15 6BX   

Tel: 01594 529100                           Email: s.l.r@hotmail.co.uk   

 

Junior Representative              Andrea Champ   

Urishay Barn, Michaelchurch Escley, Herefordshire, HR2 0LR  

 Tel: 01981510686                      Email: quinnchamp@gmail.com   

 

Groups Liaison Officer        

 

Events Organiser                Nicola Davies 

 

Membership Secretary & Newsletter                  Nicola Davies 

Pentre Hendy, Twyn Allwys road, Govilon, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 9RT 

Tel: 07968 928870                                  Email: n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Other Roles 

Child Welfare Officer                 Delwyn Hall  

Mitchmore Dell, Mitchmore Farm, Holme Lacey, Hereford, HR2 6LJ   

Tel:  01432 870348                                   Email:  dave_dell@mypostoffice.co.uk   

 

Website                          Cecilia Lindberg 

Email: ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk 

 

Abbi Tennant 

 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
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Editor’s Comments 
Since our last newsletter we have had two group rides take place; Bwlch Raid National ride 
and Talybont fun ride both kindly organised by Fiona Griffiths and a visit to Bromyard Fire 
Station which was kindly organised by Abbi Tennant. Talybont for me was a lovely way to 
finish off the season, the route was lovely with some truly beautiful views and a prefect venue 
for this time of year. Hopefully we will be permitted to run it again next year! 

It’s the time of year again where I have been finalising the forestry permit applications for 
several of our group fun rides proposed for next year. I am again organising Maryland but have 
brought it forward a little to Sunday 18th February (subject to forestry approval) what better 
way to spend your birthday ay! and Black Mountains fun ride which will run later on in the year. 
Sarah and Rachael have kindly agreed to organise Wye Valley and Fiona has agreed to run 
Talybont next year subject to approval. For Talybont we have to have special permission as the 
forestry is leased to Natural Resources Wales (NRW) by a landowner for long periods of time 
and many things are not permitted within the forest.  

There’s lots to look forward to over the next few months; we have monthly schooling lessons 
with Carole Broad at Usk College, our annual BAM and awards evening, the Christmas Cracker 
ride and a talk from Rachael on her Cairngorm 100 experience. 

I hope to see as many of you as possible at our BAM and awards on Saturday 2nd December at 
the Riverside in Monmouth. Please don’t forget to send your trophy cards to Chris Wray- 
details can be found on page 5. We have a fantastic array of trophies and rosettes to be won   

Nicola Davies 

 

 

 
 

** HELPERS NEEDED** 

Christmas Cracker Fun Ride 

@ Staunton, Forest of Dean 

Sunday 31st December 

Please get in touch with Nicola if you can spare a few hours. 

Nicola- 07968 928870 or n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Remember without helpers, rides can’t run! 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
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Please apply for the 2017 Trophies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A list of the trophies is available from: https://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/forms and the Trophy 

Card can be found on the last page of the newsletter. Trophy cards can be mailed, or scanned 

and emailed !! It is really easy to do!  

You only need to fill in the trophy card if you are claiming for Group rides or for helping (note, 

helping is necessary for several trophies) – both of which need to be confirmed by Ride 

Organiser signature on the trophy card. 

If you are not claiming for helping or Group rides, all you need to do is email me your horse(s)’s 

EGB registration number – but I will only consider people from whom I get an email or a 

completed trophy card. You have to be in it to win it!! 

Those who apply I will consider for all trophies except a few for which you MUST confirm 

eligibility (I don’t have the life history of your horses!) – these are listed in the top right 

corner of the trophy card – e.g. the breed trophies/rosettes, and others. 

 Good luck, you may get a big surprise at the BAM !! 

Trophy cards to returned to-  

Chris Wray,  

Pentrewheeler Farm,  

Cwmcarvan,  

Nr Monmouth,  

Gwent,  

NP25 4PL  

 

By 24th November 
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Our Red Dragon Experience 

4 weeks have now passed since Red Dragon weekend and even now, I have to confess 
to a shiver of excitement and indeed astonishment when I think back to those 2 days! My 
little fine boned Arab mare, Druimghigha Lantana is enjoying a well deserved rest after 
giving me a ride to remember for a very long time. 

I first came into contact with Marthe Kiley Worthington,the breeder of the Driumghigha 
Horses, when I had bought Lantana's older brother Luxor,in 2009,from elsewhere. As a 
result, I then became aware of Lantana, a 2 year old filly, growing up in the mountains of 
Marthe's home, a couple of hours from Lyon. I love mares and the breeding of these two, 
ignited my interest in Luxor's little sister. 

Two years later, slightly madly and on impulse, I flew to Lyon airport alone, hired a little 
Fiat and drove intrepidly through the dark in a terrific thunderstorm, getting lost several 
times, before eventually arriving at Marthe's at 10pm. The next morning, I first set eyes on 
Lantana - I confess it was a disappointment! Luxor is a big boned substantial horse. 
Lantana was little, rather weak looking and had very fine bone and tiny feet! In fairness to 
Marthe, she had warned me! We had a slightly mad but wonderful weekend of riding, 
including a rather dubious attempt at quadrille riding with Lantana attempting to throw her 
toys out of the pram as she had to partner with Marthe's stallion Oryx, and then a fun hack 
which included rounding up Marthe and Chris's cattle - all this on a little barely backed 4 
year old! I liked her and thought she was the sweetest personality, but still had serious 
doubts as to whether she would make an endurance horse. Never mind, I loved Luxor so 
much, I decided that my second horse had to be his sister.  

She duly arrived in winter 2011 and then we 
began to build our partnership, taking a year to 
simply hack around the roads to try and teach her 
that cars are really okay - something that to this 
day she remains dubious about. 

Then in 2012,we started our competitive rides. 
From the beginning, she surprised me - she just 
seemed to get it - and knew her job without being 
told - she has always struck me as a horse of 
super intelligence. Then we showed me a strength 
I simply didn't know she had. We just kept going 
through the qualifications. Often it was not me 
riding her, as I was sometimes on Luxor or Magic, 
so big thanks to those riders who helped me out. 
She became Advanced, then FEI qualified and as 
of earlier this year, had completed 2 (non-
weighted) FEI 2* rides. No fails - no one was more 
surprised than her owner!  

I decided I couldn't put the necessary 10kg on 
dead weight on her in order to do a 3*,and as she 
is as nimble as a deer (totally unlike her brother!),I 
decided to enter her for the Cairngorms. Due to 

Photo Courtesy of Kerry Dawson 
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Coming into the Vet gate. Rachael Cratchley pictured left, Sarah Rogerson 3rd and Andrea far right.                     

Photo Courtesy of Kerry Dawson 

family illness, this was not to be, so having done an 80 CER at Cirencester instead, I 
thought that Red Dragon might be a suitable alternative. 

The lead up was less than ideal - I did a 42km at Tresham and had a fall due to massive 
spook at a passing jeep, then a further fall at Bwlch Raid due to a nasty experience with a 
loose horse (thank you Sarah Rogerson for being utterly brilliant that day!). My confidence 
wasn't great by RD and just days before, Lantana and Magic had Urticaria, we think due 
to some fungi that was growing in the warm wet conditions in one of our fields. That 
meant a visit from Georgina, one of our wonderul Abbey Vets, during which we decided 
that a swop of pasture was necessary but that it was too late for any medication. (Magic 
had a dose of steroids). 

I have no regular crew so was so lucky to have offers from 2 very experienced people, 
Lesley Dunn for day 1 and Charlie Fleming for day 2 - perfect! 

The weather forecast wasn't great for that weekend and unfortunately, I had 2 long work 
days in Cardiff the Thursday and Friday, so couldn't get to the venue to vet until early 
Saturday morning - lucky that we only live 30 miles away from Builth! When I drove 
Lantana there at 5.30am I did wonder whether I had made a huge mistake - I was already 
tired and worried about the early road work and ....everything! It was the thought of Lesley 
already at the venue having slept in her car overnight, that kept me from turning around. It 
was lovely to have Lesley's calmness and quiet positive attitude. The vetting passed 
uneventfully and we were at the start. Lantana initially thought it was another graded ride, 
then in the warm up, something clicked and she knew - clever girl that she is!.  

She was quite brilliant on the roads, didn't turn a hair and I was super proud of her 
already. That first day was much worse than forecast - fog, rain and generally miserable - 
I was able to wring my knickers out at the end of it! Lantana made light of the horrid, 
slippery conditions - those tiny feet were perfect for the terrain, and showed such positive 
attitude - it really was a huge pleasure. We were lucky to have company all but the last 
20km of that day, and in fact the camaraderie amongst the riders was great throughout. 
The 20km alone was lonely but there is something very special about just you and your 
horse in those conditions on the Welsh hills - you really do have to like each other to feel 
comfortable with the experience!  
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Vet gates came and went -with excellent crewing from Lesley and unexpected additional 
help from Del Hall and Abbi Tennant, things ran smoothly, my only worry being her 
napping after each one, something that had become a bit of a challenge in the past. She 
gave me minor tests but nothing terrible and we quickly were on our way each time. My 
greatest triumph in that regard was at the beginning of day 2 when we had to pass a 
retiring horse and rider coming in the other direction, just before going up that big hill. 
Lantana didn't give the other combination a backward glance. I had worried about her 
overnight - very little drinking hardly any hard feed eaten. Georgina advised me to graze 
her for an hour before going out and this definitely helped as did the syringe of 
electrolytes, just before leaving. 

 Lantana's attitude remained so wonderful, the first 2 day ride she had ever done - she did 
look a little surprised as that tack went on that morning. The weather which was supposed 
to be worse, was actually much improved and there were some wonderful views over the 
distant hills. Charlie looked after us admirably that day and unexpectedly we also had 
huge help from Nicola Davies and others, again a lovely feeling of camaraderie. Lantana 
and I were beautifully looked after. The ride again had gone smoothly, with one blip before 
coming into the final vet gate. Lantana had stiffened a little coming down a steep lane and 
had gone onto her tiptoes behind. I jumped off and was sure it was the end of our ride, but 
she quickly recovered and I didn't feel any hint of a return for the rest of the day. After the 
represent at the final vet gate, I began to feel seriously excited but also very nervous. I 
had been vetted out at the end of long rides before and it isn't over until the fat lady sings. 
I decided to take it very carefully and much to Lantana's annoyance got off and walked 
down that long last hill, with 2 other horses trotting on down ahead. Lantana was almost 
pushing me over in her enthusiasm to get home - one of most harrowing points of the ride! 

Then the final vetting - heart rate - fine - trot up - I knew after the first strides that we were 
good - the feeling of pride in my little horse was unbelievable - she had now done her first 
160km - a tough one too, with a rider who was also doing her first one. The little mare had 
now completed over 1,700 km without a blemish to her record and just 6 years earlier I 
had viewed her and had wondered whether she might just make 40km - how very wrong I 
was! 

Placing was just a bonus - we were 5th, won the Tyro Cup for being the highest placed 
horse to complete her first 160km and with Sarah Rogerson riding Warrens Hill Rubyn 
and Rachel Cratchley riding Open T’Offers, won the Red Dragon Team competition. 

Truly a great weekend, impossible without all the people that helped and assisted hugely 
through a well organised event and a superbly marked course! 

Andrea Champ 
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Sarah Rogerson riding Warrens Hill Rubyn and Rachael Cratchley riding Open T’Offers 
coming into the finish line to finish an amazing 2nd and 3rd in the 160km 

Photo courtesy of Kerry Dawson 
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Christmas Cracker Ride 
Sunday 31st December 2017 

Staunton, Forest of Dean  

 
A lovely social ride on forestry tracks, no gates and no road 

work. Route options of approximately 12km and 25km. 

   

Mince pie and mulled wine at the finish.   

Come and work off those Christmas calories! 

Entries to:  
Nicola Davies 
Pentre Hendy, 
Twyn Allwys road, 
Govilon, 
Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire, 
NP7 9RT 
 
Email: n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk                     Tel: 07968 928870 
 

Closing date: 23rd December, entries limited to 70, so late entries may only be accepted by 
checking with Nicola about available space 

Cheques payable to Offa’s Dyke Group of Endurance GB.  £10.00 members and associate 

members, £15.00 Temporary day members. Enclose an SAE if you want information posted to 

you. Otherwise download from Website. 

 

If you can spare a few hours to help at the ride please get 

in touch with Nicola (contact details above) 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
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What a year! Loved it all! 
Hi! I’m Sara Williams. Many of you may have seen me at rides with my 13.1hh coloured pony “Tiggy” 

(Mrs Tiggywinkle). I am a member of the Curre Hunt branch of The Pony Club and live near 

Wentwood, Monmouthshire. 

2017 was quite a milestone year. GCSEs were the big focus, and yet I desperately wanted to get out 

endurance riding! Somehow, I managed to fit it all in and enjoyed success: I qualified for The Pony 

Club Endurance Championships, got myself up the EBG Pony Club Points league, completed my first 

Graded ride and knocked out a respectable tally of GCSEs. (Very relieved parents!) 

I was really keen to get some of my Pony Club friends to try endurance.  I’ve so far managed to get 3 

of them out, and a lot of others interested, but it’s really difficult to get them to make that first step 

and give it a try….but they will eventually get fed up of trying to achieve the perfect 20m circle 

(dressage), and conquer fillers (show jumping)… so endurance will be something new for them to try 

in 2018! 

The Pony Club organise endurance into 4 levels: Grassroots (under 20km) Novice (20 – 29km, 8-12 

kmph) Intermediate (30-50km, 8-15 kmph) and Open (51km +, 10-15 kmph). To qualify for PC 

Endurance Championships at Novice, Intermediate or Open you need to complete 3 rides; at the right 

speed, the right distance, and 2 to be vetted with finishing  heart rates below 64bpm. So now you 

know why Pony Club kids are all asking for a heart rate to be taken at a 25km ride! 

So the season should have started with March Hares, but overnight rain lead to a last minute 

cancellation. Disappointing – but we diverted and went to Wentwood for a ride.  Wentwood in the 

Spring was our first ride; just a 20km. Bluebell PR; relieved the weather didn’t cause cancellation! The 

Wye Valley Pleasure Ride was fun and I managed to persuade 2 from Pony Club to join me.  It also 

provided the distance qualifier I needed for Pony Club Championship qualification. Cwm Sirhowi PR, 

relief! We just made the time! Govilon on the sweltering hot day! Stopped for an icecream on the 

way – fabulous! Exams over at this point, we went to Cirencester and had a lovely Pleasure Ride. 

Added bonus was that a Pony Club member (Ben, aged 13) was also able to qualify for PC Champs.  

Wentwood in the Summer PR,  Blaenavon Pleasure Ride (first time I’d ridden this, as I helped last 

year), Tresham PR ,New Park Rufus 36km GER, and to end my season Talybont PR.  

As some of you may have heard, the Pony Club Endurance Championships had originally been 

cancelled just 2 weeks before the event – all to do with insufficient entries forward, etc. Very 

disappointing, to say the least. It was so lovely to see the supportive comments on Facebook from 

EGB members and offers of help to run at forthcoming EGB rides. Thankfully, The Pony Club was able 

to run a Northern Championships at Royalities, and a Southern Championships at New Park Rufus. 

Thank you EGB! 

My mum had a list running to 5 pages of things we had to take….  The only thing she forgot was a 

wine glass! (But wine was still drunk without it!) 

An un-eventful 3 hour journey to a lovely venue!  

Corral set up, BBQ time…and mum had her wine! Then off to bed. Mum snored quite a bit – the wine 

I suspect! But I was fairly fresh and bright the next morning. 
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I was quite excited as this was to be my first graded ride. The whole Pony Club thing didn’t seem like 

my main focus anymore. I wanted a grading more than anything! Just 36km – I’d not ridden this far 

before! 

Farrier and vet check all went fine; started on 40bpm. Bens’ pony was also passed. The ride was flat 

compared to what I was used to, and there was enough to interest Tiggy to keep her switched on 

(wild ponies and deer!) 

We made it safely round at 11.37km/hr and final heart rate of 45bpm – so a Grade 2. Just 1 beat from 

a Grade 1! I was really happy! 

Ben made a Grade 4 and was so happy – his first Graded ride too! 

The Pony Club scoring took forever, for some reason. I finished 2nd behind a pony with a heart rate of 

32! So I wouldn’t have beaten that one! Ben was placed 5th. We eventually set off home at 4.45pm 

having vetted at 1.20pm! Just in time to join lots of traffic for a 4 hour drive home! 

Tired, but happy and ready for school the next day! 

I can’t wait for 2018. I’ll be an EGB member.  I just want to get out there and do some more Graded 

rides!  

Sara Williams 

 

 

New Park Rufus – 36km 
Photo courtesy of AGC Photography 
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The Cairngorm 100 ride is a linear route across the challenging and stunning 

scenery of the Cairngorm National Park to be completed in 24 hours. The route 

has many challenges along the way and calls for the riders to have the ability to 

manage both themselves and their horses for long stretches without crew 

assistance in real wilderness country.  

Rachael Cratchley is going to share her experience of not 

only completing the Cairngorm 100 but on being 

awarded the overall winners! 
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Bromyard Fire Station Open Evening 

On 27 September, Offas Dyke members joined the fire fighters at the Bromyard Fire Station for a talk 
and demo about their rescues with large animals. We first had a discussion from the Chief Fire fighter, 
Simon Halling,  of the unit on what they do at the fire station when a call comes in and how the 
team react when they realise it is a large animal rescue. There is a specific team who are trained with 
large animal rescue and these are identifiable on the scene of an accident by their labelled hard hats 
and the head rescuer who wears a white hat. The lead large animal rescue unit is based in Kent with 
Bromyard being one of few who have a large animal rescue unit. The station covers the West 
Midlands up to the Warwickshire border and has been known to go further afield on the request of 
owners or vets etc.     

We were able to watch a video of various rescues from other areas of Britain which ranged from cows 
stuck in slurry pits to horses stuck in ditches. It was extremely useful to be able to ask questions as 
the video was played and Simon advised what the head fire fighter would be discussing with his team 
of how best to tackle the situation as new risks arose.  

Following the discussion and video we all filed out to 
the demo area where the team had assembled a 
scenario of a horse who had fallen down in a trailer and 
was cast. The team went through the drill as though it 
was a real scenario with the two fire engines arriving; 
the first the generic fire engine and the second the 
large animal response team with specific equipment. 
Simon, Chief Officer, was able to advise us as the demo 
went on the reasons behind how they were responding 
and who had which job. It was interesting to see how 
they took their time and were extremely quiet around 
the 'dummy' horse. Once each rope was in place they were able to pull the horse completely free of 
the trailer on to the safety of a sheet so that it would not injure itself further. Following this we were 
all able to come closer and see the equipment first hand whilst asking the response team any burning 
questions we had.   

One main question is how the team would respond if the horse was stuck awkwardly in ditch. Rather 
than just answer the question the team manoeuvred the dummy into position and proceeded to 
show us the techniques used to loop ropes over the legs and roll the animal safely out.  

The evening was extremely 
informative and all officers 
on hand were friendly and 
helpful with all of our 
questions. We all left the 
premises with peace of mind 
that if there was an 
emergency we could rely 
upon them.  

Abbi Tennant 
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Our usual winter schooling sessions have been scheduled with Carole 

Broad FBHS at Usk College, NP15 1XJ.  Usk has a fabulous spacious 

indoor school, ideal for the cold winter months. These sessions are 

very friendly and cater for all abilities. Unfortunately I couldn’t book all 

the sessions on Sundays this year so I do have two Saturdays. 

 

Sessions will be in groups of 4 and cost £21.50 for an hour. 

 

Dates are- 

Saturday 18th November 

Sunday 3rd December 

Sunday 14th January 2018 

Saturday 10th February 2018 

 

First group will start at 10:00 and run at hourly intervals. 

 

Please send the completed booking form along with either a single cheque or 

multiple cheques for the sessions. Separate cheques will not be cashed until 

the week of the session.    

 

Full refunds will be given if cancellation is before the publication of the times 

(a week before session) and any time after that I will do my best to sort 

something out.    

For more information please don't hesitate to contact me. 

 

Nicola-  

07968 928870  

n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Booking forms are available from www.egboffasdyke.co.uk or from me 

 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/
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Talybont Fun Ride 
Usually when it gets to this time of year I need a lot of motivation to get me out of bed in the 
dark to go to an Endurance ride. However as I had made a decision for Gypsy to stand down 
from Endurance and step aside for my youngster then it seemed fitting to make Talybont the 
last one. So alarm went off at 5am and I managed to drag myself out of bed by 5.30 .. out to 
feed the girls and start mucking out 4 boxes .. done by 7am I sat twiddling my thumbs waiting 
for it to be light enough to walk the dogs in the forest .. crossing fingers I wouldn't meet the 
wild feral boar !! 

So I had arranged to meet Chris Wray at 9.30am to ride together .. plan was to leave at 8.30 
...however Gypsy had other ideas and despite turning her out for a leg stretch in a small area 
she still gave me the run around so we eventually managed to set off at 8.50am.Arrived at the 
venue at 9.50am and was pleasantly surprised that parking was on tarmac .. fabby for this 
time of year !! Tacked up Gypsy and set off with Chris on Peponi who intended to ride the 
route twice so we needed to get a shift on. 

Well it soon became apparent that Peponi was in `race` mode and soon left me and Gypsy 
trailing behind. I caught up with Karen Jones 
and we were doing the same distance and 
speed so we continued to ride the route 
together. The route took us across and 
around the reservoir .. the forest tracks rode 
really well but I was glad I had opted to wear 
boots (barefooter) on the front as we did a 
fair speed as the girls were bowling along 
nicely .. Chris had long gone and wasn't 
even a speck in the distance !! 

The views were amazing and because 
Gypsy was on a mission  I didn't have time to 
get my phone out but luckily hubby took a 
photo.   

The time just flew by and before I knew it we 
were back to the 2 way section on our way 
home. The weather was kind to us and just 
one short shower in the whole 24km. On 
return to the venue Fiona said to make sure 
to come back to the trailer for a cup of hot 
soup which was a lovely gesture and very 
well received. No sign of Chris so he must 
still be out on route. I'm very glad I made the 
effort to go now as it was a lovely route and 
left me with that `buzzy` feeling. 

A big thankyou to Fiona and her helpers. 

I will return next year with my youngster. 

Ally Knight 

Photo Courtesy of Andrew Knight 
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(Subject to forestry approval) 

The route consists of mainly forestry tracks connected by quiet 

country lanes. Some moderate hills with some fantastic views 

over the Wye Valley. There will be two loops of approximately 

13km each and a 6- 7km lead rein/novice loop within the South 

loop. Option of doing 7km, 13km, 20km or 26km. 

Venue 

Trelleck, halfway between Chepstow and Monmouth off B4293,  

NP25 4PQ.  

 

Entries to- 

Nicola Davies, 

Pentre Hendy, 

Twyn Allwys road, 

Govilon, 

Abergavenny, 

Monmouthshire, 

NP7 9RT 
 

Enquiries- 

07968 928870 

n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
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How to Win Friends and be Influenced by Them! 

Living just South of Wotton-under-Edge in Gloucestershire (happily within hacking 

distance of the Badminton Estate), I nonetheless decided to join Offa's Dyke Group a 

number of years ago because you seemed to lay on a large number of social rides, and 

therefore found myself riding from places like Govilon and Blaenavon for the first time - 

both very different from my area of the Cotswolds and very enjoyable, if quite 

challenging terrain.  Since buying my lovely little black and white mare, Annie, 4 years 

ago, I have done a lot of endurance and/or training rides, both on your side of The 

Bridge and elsewhere and am gradually making new riding friends. 

About 3 years ago I bumped into one lady and her husband at a couple of Winter Offa's 

Dyke rides in the Forest of Dean and she encouraged me (and the friend I was with) to 

drive over to Carmarthenshire for a couple of nights to do the Pen Dol y Gader ride near 

her and also go out for a ride with her while we were there.  This was Barbara Baker and 

her husband, Andrew.  Since that weekend, Barbara and I have managed to ride 

together a number of times, ranging from the Red Dragon to the Quantocks and have 

become good riding companions.  It was she who encouraged me to make a 5 hour 

round trip to Builth Wells to join her in the 36km PR at the Red Dragon in 2016.  We had 

good weather and of course the scenery was stunning, so the day was definitely worth 

while.   

Just after the pre-ride vetting and as I was leading Annie away in order to tack her up, a 

lady with a rather unsettled bay mare asked if I would wait there with Annie for a minute 

in order to try and calm her horse down for her vetting.  This same rider Barbara and I 

kept meeting on the 36km PR as we were going at similar speeds.  Six months later, just 

after I started on my own on the 32kmPR at Cannock Chase last Spring, I bumped into 

the lady with the bay mare whom I had seen at Red Dragon and we immediately palled 

up and did the entire ride together.  This was Karen Cadman, who told me she lived in 

Mid-Wales and rode regularly in Radnor Forest.  We got on very well and it was she who 

encouraged me to enter Clent Hills the following month, which I would not otherwise 

have thought of.  We accordingly did this ride together - by design this time - and Annie 

and I benefited from Karen's crew (her partner, Darren), which was a real treat.  She 

invited me to stay with her so that she could take me riding around her area, but I felt at 

the time that I did not know her well enough to accept this level of hospitality. 

However, I knew she was competing at Cirencester in June and arriving on the Saturday 

in order to stay the night before her ride on the Sunday; and as I was helping there on 

Saturday, I said I would try and find her at the venue after I had done my road crossing 

stint.  I did eventually track her down, and our conversation quickly moved on to her 

upcoming project - organising her first Mid and North Wales Group Pleasure/Training 

Ride.  This was to be the Radnor Forest Ride to be held on 20th August, and she gave 

Annie and me a very pressing invitation to stay with her and Darren over that weekend 
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in order for me to do the Pleasure Ride on the Sunday, and then for her to take me on a 

ride in the Elan Valley on the Monday.  Well, I couldn't refuse, could I? 

On 19th August, all loaded up for our weekend away in Mid-Wales, Annie and I duly set 

off on our 2 and a half hour drive.  We had an excellent and very scenic journey in good 

weather, by-passing Gloucester and then driving through Ledbury and Leominster, 

through the Welsh Marches and into Wales via Presteigne.  I was congratulating myself 

that I had not got lost and was spot on time, but you do get plenty of rain in Mid-Wales, 

don't you?  I drove into the field appointed for the pleasure ride the next day and got 

immediately stuck (Renault Master vans are not known for their off-roading 

qualities).  That was, however, the only mishap of the weekend: Annie and I were made 

extremely welcome.  The Saturday evening pre-ride barbecue did have to be held in the 

barn due to the weather, but the rain did hold off for most of Saturday and we had a 

super ride up through Radnor Forest and onto the high moorland.  Karen, as organiser, 

was not doing the ride, but Barbara Baker came to join me for it, and there was a turnout 

of about 60 riders.  The whole event was very well run, and as a fund raiser for the 

Bracken Trust, a local cancer charity I believe, was a huge success as it raised over £700. 

The efforts of Karen and her various friends really paid off, and I got a lovely weekend 

out of it as well!  True to her word, we drove off beyond Rhayader on Monday, to the hills 

above the Elan Reservoirs, and enjoyed breathtaking views on our ride down into the 

Elan Valley in the warm afternoon sunshine (having held fire all morning until the 

downpour finally ceased). 

The following weekend was my local EGB ride - Tresham, at which I was helping rather 

than riding.  Barbara and Karen rode it together so I just saw them whizzing by the gate I 

was stationed at, although Karen and Darren had stayed the night preceding with me. 

Emails about Red Dragon then started flying between Barbara, Karen and me; the 

upshot of which was that Barbara and I would enter the 40kmNovice (which Barbara was 

particularly keen to ride) on Sunday and as Karen was doing the 48km on Saturday, she 

and Darren would crew for us the following day.  This was a very generous offer, 

particularly as it turned out that I had to do the ride on my own as poor Barbara's horse 

went lame a few days before.  The route was well marked and so I did not get lost, but 

Annie and I appeared to be the only entrants as we saw virtually nobody else.  Coming 

down off each hill and seeing Karen and Darren waving up at me from the road in the 

valley was an extremely welcome sight!  Annie loves it when we have crew along our 

route, and on this occasion, I was equally enthusiastic. 

I have just been down to Dorset to do Wessex Group's Cerne Giant 15 mile social ride, 

but that is now it for this season.  If there are any Christmas rides on in South Wales, I 

might meet up with Barbara and/or Karen at the end of the year, but otherwise, it is 

onward and upward to the 2018 season when hopefully we can all meet up again 

wherever and whenever. 

Julie Dickens and Annie 
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Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 4th November 

Sunday 5th November 

Saturday 18th November 

Saturday 25th November 

Saturday 2nd December 

Sunday 3rd December 

Sunday 31st December 

 

                 2018 

Saturday 6th January 

Sunday 14th January 

Saturday 10th February  

Sunday 18th February 

Sunday 4th March  (Provisional) 

Sunday 29th April (Provisional) 

Sunday 28th October (Provisional) 

 

 

 

More info on the Offa’s Dyke website under ‘Rides and Events’ 

www.egboffasdyke.co.uk 
 

HELP! 

 

With the rising cost of printing and postage it would be a great saving 

for the group if more people could receive the newsletter by email 

PDF or download it from the Website. If you’d like to try, please email 

me. If you try and don’t like it you can always change back to a 

paper copy at any time. 

Equine Gait Analysis Day 

Schooling @ Trellech 

Schooling @ Usk College 

EGB AGM & Gala Dinner 

BAM & Awards Evening 

Schooling @ Usk College 

Christmas Cracker Fun Ride 

 

 

Winter Talk @ The Old Court 

Schooling @ Usk College 

Schooling @ Usk College 

Maryland Fun Ride 

Forest of Dean March Hares National 

Forest of Dean Bluebell National 

Talybont Reservoir Fun Ride 

 

 

http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/
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