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Chairman’s Comments 

 

 Well I hope most of our members have started their endurance season now – I 

was devastated that all of March’s and all of April’s rainfall decided to come in 30 

minutes at 6am on March Hares morning... As I fed my animals that morning, it 

overwhelmed my yard drainage in 5 minutes... I was worried about how much of 

the route marking would have survived, and went to the venue with my bike (as 

well as Takwenya) with the expectation of having to restrict the ride to a delayed 

33km and 66km in order to remark the 33km loop. However, the venue was 

completely unuseable, and there was no choice but to turn everyone away and 

spread the word on social media.... Such a shame after all the efforts put in by 

Andrea and Cecilia (ride organisers), Nicola (entries secretary) – Andrea, Cecilia, 

Sarah, Rachael, Wendy Clyde and their helpers had spent all of Saturday marking 

the route and putting out all the signs... The rain abated pretty soon, but the 

damage had been done and would take weeks to dry out. I took some of the early 

arrivals over to park up at Ellwood, and spent the day recce’ing the Bluebell route – 

at least Takwenya got a good ride, and I could then submit the route to the 

Forestry Commission for approval. 

I went back to the Forest yesterday (22nd April), and re-recce’d the Bluebell 34 km 
loop – it was a lovely sunny day, but with a nice cool breeze – the woodland tracks 
were just beautiful and rode perfectly, the bluebells are out in many places – we 
should be treated to a carpet of them in 2 weeks time! I had a lovely relaxing lunch 
part way round at the Rising Sun, where Peponi made lots of new friends! Today I 
am returning, to check out the shorter routes for the Group PR and the Pony Club 
classes we are offering. We are however very short of helpers for the event, and 
we will be forced to cancel if we have insufficient stewards to run a safe event – 
PLEASE try and support the ride!! 
  
Cecilia also had a great deal of difficulty in getting sufficient stewards for March 
Hares – and this sadly is so often a problem. GER rides need around 20-25 
helpers – and these principally have to come from us riders!! This means that on 
average, every one of us riders should be helping out at a ride at least for every 6 
to 8 events we ride at. Please try and make this a priority during the year – our 
horses need rest periods, so it should be possible for us to help sustain the sport 
we enjoy! 
  
The competing season is now well under way – I had my first ride with Peponi 6 
weeks ago, and her second one is next weekend. Last weekend saw the first 
CER/FEI of the season, and Offa’s Dyke were well represented, congratulations for 
the 2* (120km) to Louise Rich (winner in 17.9kph), Rachael Cratchley (5th) and 
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Andrea Champ (6th); and for the 1* (80km) to Pam James (6th), Mary Stubbs (7th). 
Good luck to all of those going to Haywood Oaks next weekend! 
  
Well done to Nicola and all her helpers for a successful day at the Maryland Group 
Fun Ride, there are more coming up in the season – in addition to Bluebell, we 
have the new Wye Valley ride organised by Sarah and Rachael, Govilon organised 
by Nicola again, Blaenavon organised by Belinda, and Bwlch Raid organised by 
Fiona – please try and support these with entries and with offers to help! Details in 
this newsletter!! The winter schooling lessons have now finished, and the summer 
series is now starting – thanks to Nicola (organising), and Lesley Dunn (beautiful 
venue!), and to Caroline MacBrayne who is donating rosettes to be given out at the 
BAM to those who attend several schooling sessions during the year – more 
details in the next newsletter! 
  
Good luck to all of you for the season, I hope to see you out on the rides! 

 

Chris Wray  
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Committee Contacts 
 

Chair and Trophy Secretary                   Chris Wray  
Pentrewheeler Farm, Cwmcarvan, Nr Monmouth, Gwent, NP25 4PL   
 Tel:   01600 860938                    Email: c_wray@tiscali.co.uk   
 
Vice Chair                Heather Evans   
Springfield, Walford, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 5RB   
Tel:  01989 566034                                Email: zzaapp999@googlemail.com   
 
Vice Chair and Health and Safety                       Fiona Griffiths  
 Ty Mawr Farm, Bwlch, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7NX   
Tel: 01874730987                            Email: info@golden-castle.co.uk   
 
Secretary                          Kerri Kostello   
The Beeches, Barbadoes Hill, Tintern, Chepstow, Monmouthshire, NP16 6ST   
Tel:  01291680084 / 07900 926811                                   Email: kerri.costello@yahoo.co.uk    
 
Treasurer                 Sarah Rogerson    
 11 High Street, Ayleburton, Lydney, Glos, GL15 6BX   
Tel: 01594 529100                           Email: s.l.r@hotmail.co.uk   
 
Junior Representative              Andrea Champ   
Urishay Barn, Michaelchurch Escley, Herefordshire, HR2 0LR  
 Tel: 01981510686                      Email: quinnchamp@gmail.com   
 
Groups Liaison Officer        
 
Events Organiser                Nicola Davies 
 
Membership Secretary & Newsletter                  Nicola Davies 
Pentre Hendy, Twyn Allwys road, Govilon, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 9RT 
Tel: 07968 928870                                  Email: n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Other Roles 
Child Welfare Officer                 Delwyn Hall  
Mitchmore Dell, Mitchmore Farm, Holme Lacey, Hereford, HR2 6LJ   
Tel:  01432 870348                                    Email:  dave_dell@mypostoffice.co.uk   
 
Abbi Tennant 
Gemma Al Khayad 
 

Web site: www.egboffasdyke.co.uk 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/
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Editor’s Comments 
For a lot of you your season will have gotten underway, unless you’re like me and it 
hasn’t even began! It was such a shame March Hares had to be cancelled last minute; if 
only that rain hadn’t come in the night! I expect many of you are like me and are now 
looking forward to Bluebell on the 7th May (and praying the weather is kind). We have 
an exciting year planned with two more national rides, five fun rides; two of which are 
new! and monthly schooling sessions.   

Since the last newsletter I have organised Maryland Fun Ride which was very successful 
with just under 70 riders completing. Thank you to all riders who attended and my army 
of helpers who make the ride a pleasure to organise. Lastly, a big thank you to Lesley 
Dunn who organises the ride with me and plays an imperative role in the route 
organisation.  Also the first of the summer schooling sessions took place at Lesley’s on 
a glorious Sunday with lots of participants making the most of the beautiful day and 
going for a ride after their lesson. Details of the rest of the schooling sessions can be 
found further on in the newsletter.  

With all that out of the way I am now moving on to the organisation of the Govilon fun 
ride on the 18th June which is a complete contrast to organising Maryland. I am 
currently looking at some potential route changes- watch this space! 

I would appreciate any articles, recommendations or tips to be sent to me (details can 
be found on page 2) that can be included in the next issue of the newsletter.  

Nicola Davies 

 

 

 

 

As many of you will have noticed we now have a new website: 
www.egboffasdyke.co.uk 

Our old website: www.offasdykeegb.co.uk has now expired.  

Many thanks to Cecilia Lindberg and Bella Fricker for our fantastic new 
website which will hopefully provide a more modern website for us all to 
use.  

If you have any photos from rides or take any this year that you would be 
willing to have used on the website please send them in  

Please contact webmaster Cecilia Lindberg: ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk 
with any queries or suggestions. 

 

http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/
http://www.offasdykeegb.co.uk/
mailto:ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk
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New rules for 2017 are now in effect and every rider is responsible for ensuring 

they comply with the new regulations. ALL EN1384 safety marks are now 

discontinued and NOT allowed for use in Endurance without one of the other safety 

standards. Some safety standards also require a BSI Kite mark so check carefully. 

We advise all our members to check your hats safety certification. 

Hats which bear EN1384 or BSEN1384 ALONG WITH another standard from the 
below list, will be permitted. 

PAS015:( 1998 or 2011)  

VG1 01.0404: (2014 -12)  

ASTM F1163:(2004a or 04a onwards)  

SNELL E2001 

AS/NZS 3838 (2006 onwards) 

  

Team Trophy Nominations 
It’s not too late to enter a team for the Offa’s Dyke Team 

Trophy which will be presented at the awards evening at the end 

of the year! 

Team Trophy - Highest Points for teams of 3 combinations (3 riders, 

one horse each) in all types of ride except CERs.  No limit to numbers 

of rides or distances. To be eligible, team names, riders and horses 

must be provided to Trophy Secretary (Chris Wray- 

c_wray@tiscali.co.uk) by 6th May- PLEASE NOTE THE DATE HAS 

BEEN EXTENDED 

You’ve got to be in it to win it……  

 

 

 

mailto:c_wray@tiscali.co.uk
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Mainly forestry woodland and tracks, with less than 1km road work. 
 
Classes: 

1. 7 km 
2.14 km  
3. 25 km 
4. 33 km 
 
 
Ride photographs will be provided by West End Photography. 
 
Venue: 

Worcester Lodge, Coleford, GL16 7EG. 
 
Start times: 

Between 10:00 and 12:00. 
 
Entry fee: 

£10 for EGB members, £15 for non members. 
 
 
Entries to: 
Fiona Griffiths 
Ty Mawr Farm  
Bwlch 
Brecon 
Powys 
LD3 7NX 
 
Enquiries: 
Fiona Griffiths on 01874 730987 
info@golden-castle.co.uk 

 

ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED 

ON THE DAY 

(Except Pony Club entries) 

http://www.west-end-photography.co.uk/
mailto:info@golden-castle.co.uk
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Mainly forestry woodland and tracks, with less than 1km road work. 
 
Ride photographs will be provided by West End Photography. 
 
Venue 
Worcester Lodge, Coleford, GL16 7EG. 
 
1. 65km GER  
2. 50km GER  
3. 50km Novice GER  
4. 40km GER  
5. 40km Novice GER 
6. 32km GER  
7. 32km Novice GER  
 
Pony Club classes are being offered this year! They are: 

 Eagle - 41km 
 Osprey - 33km 
 Kestrel - 25km 
 Merlin - 14km 
 Robin - 7km 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

* Helpers needed for Forest of Dean Bluebell ride on 7th May * 

 
If you are able to help, please drop volunteer coordinator Cecilia Lindberg a mail at 
ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk - she will be completely delighted to hear from you! We 
promise to look after you well and feed you too. 

 Ride information can be found on our website (http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/rides-
events) and on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/offasdykeegb/) 
 
Remember: no volunteers - no rides! 

 
THANK YOU! 

http://www.west-end-photography.co.uk/
mailto:ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk
http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/rides-events
http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/rides-events
https://www.facebook.com/offasdykeegb/
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Golden Castle Team News 

Well it’s that time of the month again, being chased by Nic for articles for the 

newsletter.  I hadn’t expected to become a journalist when I signed up for the 

committee, surly some of you do interesting things.  But if not here’s how my year is 

going, I have yet again learnt a lot, this is a euphemism  for it was sh*t.  I’m fed up of 

learning at the expense of my horse.     

So I’m going back to the drawing board we are on plan L now, having positively 

started the year with plan A which went south before the end of February .  At our 

annual check-ups before we start our rides Ghost was retired she will now be put in 

foal rest, rest and more rest then we will reassess. Hind leg Proximinal suspensory 

damage for those who wondered.  

Goofy who was to go to Fontainebleau has problems with shoeing and growth rings 

which my farriery is sorting but it will take time. It just went pear shaped at the wrong 

time.  So Oli who was working alongside goofy stepped up, we increased his work 

and felt he was more than able, we were training at 18 to 20k to ride at 15/16 k 

leaving a space for a little spare time.  We had a good trip out to France and a 

wonderful venue and route but he didn’t feel right on the 3rd loop he just didn’t want 

to do it, so having done our first two loops well ,we retired after our represent.  It was 

the right thing to do, our speed had hit the floor and I was worried that there was 

something going on.  He is fine (sh*t)after two weeks off, back to some light work this 

week , but what to do with him, he’s fit to bust, but has he had enough.  So some fun 

things for him while we move on to plan m.   

Meanwhile back at the ranch, Echo had been doing well completing his last 80k and 

fit and strong for Kings, we had a lovely ride with Mary who went on to complete and 

Mel who retired, fab pic by Steve.  We were lame at vg2, but he was fab all day, 

travelled, ate, corralled, vetted, did a decent speed and was pleasure to ride. Still 

learning. (more sh*t) two weeks off and then see what the next plan is. 

So on to Charlie who has missed two rides this year as they were cancelled and is 

going to Haywood oaks next to do an 80k in preparation for sea cliff.  We are doing 

hill work and cantering on the beach and gallops, lunging once a week and lessons.  

Emma (my step daughter) is doing most of his work and has just joined EGB and it still 

hoping to get to another ride this year. 

Hope is my 5 yr old by the wonderful Chatanz, she is riding nicely and will do a 

couple of fun rides and maybe her novice rides by the end of the year. 

So as a much more experienced endurance rider told me if you do easy rides you 

get easy results if you do tough rides you will have only a 40% completion rate.  The 

challenge is to make the tough rides easy.  

 I have wonderful fun with my horses and meet wonderful people, when they are not 

resting they are working with me taking rides and treks as part of their fittening.  

Fiona Griffiths 
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Venue: Howick Farm, Itton, NP16 6BL (Note New Venue) 

Come and join us at our new fun ride! A lovely fun ride 

with a mixture of forestry tracks private farmland a few 

quiet lanes. Lovely views over the River Wye and Severn. 

Route options of 7.5km lead rein, 20km and 30km.  

 
Start Times: Between 10:00 and 11:30 
 

Entries to: 

Sarah Rogerson 

11 High Street, 

Aylburton,  

Lydney,  

Glos, 

GL15 6BX 

 

Enquiries: 

Sarah- 07568 072235 but after 6pm plus weekends 

            s.l.r@hotmail.co.uk 

Rachael- rachael.rogerson@gmail.com 

* HELPERS NEEDED * 

* NEWS * 

Lead rein entry fee ONLY £5 

(Children only) 

mailto:rachael.rogerson@gmail.com
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Sachiya's first FEI 1*- The Pink Peril goes to a Proper Party 

Sachiya is Warrens Hill Chanda's eldest baby. Chanda for those who did not meet her was a horse 

of a lifetime- she never gave in and had a number of wins and places in big races, and took me to 

a European Championship though we did not complete successfully. 

Her sire is Tango D'Ayres, by Persik. He and his close relatives have some serious international 

results so I was wildly excited when she was scanned in foal. By the end of February no one 

would have guessed Chanda was still in foal- she still looked tight and fit. There was a wriggle to 

be felt so I kept on hoping a viable foal would arrive. 

When she did finally pop out she was, as you might expect, tiny. Chanda broke no size records at 

14:3 but Sachiya had no prospect of reaching such dizzy heights. I will admit a tinge of 

disappointment. Would she ever grow enough for me to ride? What colour was she? She was 

chestnut at birth but though not heading for grey, she wasn't staying chestnut either. She has 

matured into a beautiful roan. She stands around 14hands. 

We finally felt she had grown as much as she would and backed her. She is the sharpest, easiest 

to fall off pony I have ever ridden. One second she is under you, the next ten foot to the side. She 

is on occasion literally frightened of her own shadow, will turn tail and flee from a butterfly, have 

a melt down over a killer primrose. 

Eventually, we set sail for her first ride at Cirencester in 2014. She and Azaleah, born the same 

spring, completed safely though the vetting was not very chilled. Next outing was Cranham.. Early 

on the ride on a two way section, she spotted a killer log in the undergrowth and dumped me, 

then trod on me. I remounted and we finished the ride, not actually realising I was quite 

damaged. When we got home we decided it was time for A and E and it transpired she had split 

my kidney. It mended well but it was back to the drawing board on the behaviour front. 

She did 5 rides in 2015, including a 64 km and then after a slow start to 2016 due to a virus, she 

started to grow up.  Mother came off hard again at Mynydd y Grug (large pile of flappy rubbish 

up the mountain) but things got better after that we completed the year with 2 graded 80 kms, 

and a third place in Dragon's Tail (80/40). 

And so to Kings to attempt her 1*. Rachael was also riding in the 2* so the main concern was 

splitting them up and hoping we didn't end up in the vetgate at the same time. Initial vetting was 

relaxed on the Saturday afternoon. There were a few ribald comments from vets and officials 

about me getting left with the pony whilst Rachael has a sensible sized horse but there she was, 

FEI number on her bum, ready to start.  

Rachael's class started at 6am. This gave me potentially 3 hours of mayhem to deal with. We set 

off out of the venue in hand up loop 2 away from the start, with her shrieking at the top of her 

voice, spinning, leaping about etc. I realised too late that our little walk took us past a caravan 

site so I expect we woke a lot of campers. Once they were safely out of the way, she went back to 

her corral and settled down thank goodness. 

We set off at nine near the back of the field tucked behind Fiona Griffiths and Echo, who ignored 

her cavorting about. Once out on course she was brilliant, if boisterous. We came home 
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eventually in 7th place at around 16 kph, much the fastest she has ever been allowed to go but 

her vet sheet has As and 1s everywhere from start to finish. 

Her perilous side will always be there but she earned a lot of respect on the day. She went back 

to her corral to wait for Tarkah, who also had a great day finishing 5th in the 2* 

Mary Stubbs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results from Kings Forest 

 

120km FEI 2* 

Louise Rich riding Oakleazefarm Czamak- 1st 

Rachael Cratchley riding Open T’ Offers- 5th 

Andrea Champ riding Druimghigha Lantana- 6th 

 

80km FEI 1* 

Pam James riding HS Azraf- 6th 

Mary Stubbs riding Sachiya- 7th 

 

Mary Stubbs, Mel Bradley and Fiona Griffiths at Kings Forest 

Photo courtesy of Steve Rogerson 
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I have organised some schooling sessions over the next few months with Carole Broad 

FBHS. They are going to be held at Lesley Dunn's in Trellech, NP25 4QN (by Maryland 

venue). Directions will be provided with booking.  

Lesley has a lovely new 42 x 27 arena with parking in her field (with the exception of 

severe weather). Groups available to cater for all abilities and needs. Also the option of 

doing some pole work. You are welcome to go for a hack in the neighbouring forestry 

after your lesson.  

 

The sessions will be in groups of 3 and cost £23 for an hour.  

 

Dates are: 

Sunday 14th May 

Sunday 25th June 

Sunday 30th July 

Sunday 20th August 

Sunday 17th September 

 

For more information please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Nicola- 07968928870 or n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 

 

New for this year… 

Special rosettes will be presented at the BAM for the highest attendances over the 

years schooling sessions. 

 

 

Summer Schooling 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
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A Trek in the Borders 
To counteract the November Blues six months ago, Mary suggested we book a short break trek 
for the spring, somewhere remote but accessible. It didn't take long to be booked for two nights 
at Brandy House Farm in early April. The intervening months dragged by......& Easter holidays 
approached.......slowly........ 
Brandy House is just beyond Knighton, in Felindre - an easy 2 hour drive from my bit of Ross-on-
Wye. Mary's drive was a little further, from the far side of the Forest. We met up & drove in 
convoy. 
 
We arrived to an immediate cuppa & cake in the yard in fantastic weather - clear skies but not 
too hot. We were early enough to fit in a good 2.5 hour ride, just to get a feel for the lie (mostly 
upwards) of the land. We were greeted back from our ride with more tea & cake - a pattern that 
was to continue! We were only staying for two nights B&B, Wednesday & Thursday, but it was 
made clear that we were very 
welcome to ride all three days. 
 
In anticipation of a busy Thursday, 
we settled the horses into their 
individual large paddocks for a 
peaceful night, early evening.  

Indy & Elvis seemed to enjoy the 
view from their holiday home, while 
we opted for a super evening meal at 
'Brandy', where Richard is chef. 
 
Everything we could think of was packed for a day of trekking. It's a long time since I found time 
to 'bake', & the 13y/o baking powder didn't seem to have worked any magic, but the flat loaf 
cake contained plenty of fruit!  Sensibly, Mary brought fresher sandwich making ingredients, so 
we were set fair for an all day trek, with refreshments. To this end we chose the longest circuit in 
our host's folder of suggested routes - 25 miles!! We highlighted this on our 'Explorer' maps & 
carried one each. Between us we had so many saddle attachments that we had spare capacity, 
even having packed food, water, head collars, coats, & all the usual items we ride with for safety 
& first aid.  
 
This is 'Red Dragon' country! 
 
The hills surrounding the area are Crown Estate owned, & run by Radnorshire Wildlife Trust, with 
many bridleways & other 'ways', some of which were very well waymarked. This area appears to 
be completely roaming friendly, & although there were soft bits, we were assured that there 
were no bogs to worry about. The ground was drying each day, but there were still plenty of 
watering holes & tadpole filled ruts to drink from! Despite the 'Wildlife Trust' connection we 
were surprised at the amount of detritus left about - mostly plastic & netting from big bales, & 
dead sheep remains - easily avoided but sad to see. 

During our ride we had the opportunity to save the life of one sheep that was stuck upside down, 
next to a fence. I held the horses at a safe distance while Mary tugged at the sheep through the 
fence. Righted, it dragged itself away, unable to stand of numb hind legs. Such a sad sight. 
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However, over the next few minutes, each time we glanced back it got better, & we left 
reassured that it was able to rejoin its flock on four legs. 

Along the way many gates were perfectly usable, & specifically horse friendly with high handles, 
& we could take turns, but as I'm a bit crook presently, Mary dismounted to manage all the more 
difficult ones! 

After a couple of hours of upland countryside, our trek took us down through a farmyard towards 
a valley road. The route seemed to match with the pattern of the map with an adjacent small 
stream, but the track to the road just seemed the wrong shape...& it was. Luckily this farm had a 
name on the gate, & we were only one farm out (as it were) & hacked along about a half a mile of 
road to where we should have been(!) & continued on our planned route. Map reading the open 
country, at varying speeds, wasn't always easy. A few minutes cantering covers so much more 
distance than our main trekking speed, & my brain isn't used to the scale of these maps. Once 
back on a few country lanes, & passing through farms, it became easier. The very few locals we 
met were horse-friendly, & one young female farmer greeted us with a chat & offered to open 
her gates for our smooth passage. Mostly we pottered 
through obvious farm land without seeing a soul or even being 
shouted at! 

Out of this valley we climbed back up towards more open 
country after a few lanes & small farms. We were doing quite 
well when I opted to open an easy gate....& for the third time 
in two years, my right leg decided to pick an argument with 
the catch. There must be some problem with my gate 
technique.....anyway, this time I stayed on board, but ripped a 
hole through one neoprene half-chap & jods as well as a 
sock...  

The hill air turned blue.......I tentatively touched my leg - 
it was completely numb - & thankfully, my fingers 
returned to eye level dry,! I thereafter ignored my leg, 
& we trekked on upwards (I was already on anti-
inflammatories, so it didn't swell up either). Mary did 
more of the gates & I need new chaps, not to mention 
jods. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
An hour or so later we had a 35 minutes stop for lunch –  
dismounted & untacked...... 
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Mary took a few pictures along the way, but I only carried a phone for emergencies. 
 

 
 
 

 
Photo’s courtesy of Mary Stubbs 

 
Shortly after our lunch break we rode some tracks, reminiscent of Berkshire Downs country, 
beside a large mound - a dyke even...then realised that we were alongside a visible part of the 
actual Offa's Dyke, which I had never seen before. 
 
This circular route took us to the eastern side of Brandy House farm, & we rode it clockwise to be 
best able to enjoy the long, gently uphill three mile canter towards the end, which took us back 
over a join in our maps to where we rejoined the Glyndwr's Way. This route actually passes 
through Brandy House Farm, & a convenient walker approached our last gate just in time to open 
it for us, which was especially welcome, as we had been out for slightly over 7 hours. 

Surprisingly, both horses were perky, & enthusiastic to the end, & both Mary & I were still able to 
walk. After washing down the boys, we wrapped them up cosy in rugs & turned them out for a 
munch in their paddocks (which were up a steep driveway!) with buckets of feed & some hay. 
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According to our Garmins (YES, some technology has finally reached my wrist!), we spent a total 
of 6hrs 34 minutes actually mounted & trekking, & covered just over 43km......WOW. 
 
Onwards to day 3 - Friday. We both had doubts about the horses being up for this after the epic 
the previous day. Elvis hasn't been 'in training' for this, but they were both happy & sound when 
we brought them back in from their paddocks for breakfast. [Did I mention - the £12.50 overnight 
charge for the horses included both a stable c/w bedding, plentiful hay & a large paddock 
each?!]. We planned a short trek, remembering that we had to be able to drive home afterwards, 
safely. Our 28km outing took us 4hrs 20 in the end. We wandered a little off route, due to my 
duff map reading, but had x17 huge wind turbines to give us a directional clue on the return half 
of our loop. Our amazingly happy & willing horses had a ball - able to troll & canter joyfully as the 
ground allowed, towards 'home'.  
 
Along the way we did come across one blocked route, where a Byway on open hill started about 
50m from the tarmacked road. There was a clear 'keep out' sign, but as we could see the byway 
sign ahead, we tried to proceed. We found two locked gates & a new fence line, & so back-
tracked to the road. Being quite a long way from base, we looked for alternative access, which 
we found through a truly decrepit gate a little way along the road, & snuck in....back onto 
wonderful open country upland. This was the only blockage we found, & contrasted sharply with 
a wonderfully helpful farmer on a tractor shortly before, who assisted our map reading & was 
happy to hang back while we rode to a junction to make sure we found our way OK. 
 
Surprisingly, the only thing I appear to have lost over three days is a pair of glasses (I have many, 
cheap!) & the drive home was uneventful. 
 
I would recommend Brandy House Farm as a super, friendly base station for a holiday or training 
- great situation, marvellous people, super riding country - directly accessed from the farm. We 
stayed B&B in the house, & breakfast was just the job. Richard does the catering & Medina leads 
treks for the less adventurous. Neither seemed worried that we disappeared for seven hours!...I 
think that we must appear well organised & capable!! 

www.brandyhousefarm.co.uk/index.php/en/stay-your-horse/ 
Heather Evans 

 
 
 

Other Groups Fun Rides 2017 
       Date                                           Ride                                         Group 

Sun 30th April                             Cleeve Hill                                 Cotswold  

Sat 3rd June                                Cwm Sirhowi                             De Cymru 

Sat 10th June                            Pen Ddol Y Gader                South & West Wales 

Sat 22nd July                                Wentwood                                De Cymru  

TBA September                           Pembrey                           South & West Wales 

http://www.brandyhousefarm.co.uk/index.php/en/stay-your-horse/
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Maryland Fun Ride 
The afternoon before the ride was filled with route marking; myself, my mum and Donna 
went off and marked the North loop and Belinda and Lesley marked the South loop, thank 
you ladies! Route marking all went swimmingly and the whole route was marked within 3 
hours  If only marking the Govilon ride was this easy!  

The morning of the ride dawned and it was dry but lacked sunshine and lacked the stress 
of last year when I had premature lambs born and had to leave a valuable checkpoint 
steward (my mum) behind to look after them. By the time I had set up (signs, checked one 
or two bits of marking, secretaries table) helpers had started to arrive as well as the first 
riders. With all my helpers in place it was time to get under way, just under 70 riders set 
off (some not arriving till ten minutes before the last horse was allowed to set off!). It was 
lovely to have so many non-members with lots feeling enthused to go on and complete 
the long route. Everyone seemed to have a very enjoyable day with lots of positive 
comments. No-one got lost with the exception of a brief detour from too much chatting, 
all riders arrived back safely and had an enjoyable ride, phew!  

A big thank you must go to Lesley Dunn who organises the ride with me, as well as all my 
super helpers who gave up their time, without them we couldn’t run these rides. THANK 
YOU ALL!! 

Nicola Davies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our youngest rider, Elsie May riding Sian an RSPCA rescue pony completed 
the 7km lead rein route expertly led by granny  

Photo courtesy of Lesley Dunn 
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Venue: Govilon Car Boot Field, Near Abergavenny, NP7 9PT 

A lovely ride with a mixture of mountain tracks, quiet country 

lanes and a lovely stretch of forestry on the longer route. Fantastic 

views from the Blorenge with a few steep hills.  

Route options of approximately 20km and 28km (12 & 18 miles) 

Start times between 9:30 and 11:30 

 

Very easy access straight off a main road, unlimited parking, 

toilets and water! 

 

Entries to: 

Nicola Davies 

Pentre Hendy, 

Twyn Allwys road, 

Govilon, 

Abergavenny, 

Monmouthshire, 

NP7 9RT 

 

More info: 

n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 

07968 928870 

** Helpers Needed ** 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
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Venue: Whistle Inn, NP4 9SJ  (Subject to change) 

 

Plenty of cantering over open hills with fantastic views. 
Incorporates part of the National Cycle Network. 16 km 
and 26 km routes (10 and 16 miles). 
 
Start times 
Between 09:30 and 11:30. 
 
Entry fee:  
£10 for EGB members, £15 for non members. 
 
Entries to 
Belinda Stewart 
Ty Jarrett 
Brunant Road 
Clydach 
Abergavenny 
NP7 0NG 
 
Enquiries:  
01873 832272 
belinda@kolvox.net 

 

 

Blaenavon Fun Ride 

Sunday 6 th August 

mailto:belinda@kolvox.net
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(Subject to approval- we have to get special permissions for 
this ride which we are still awaiting confirmation) 

 

A lovely ride with beautiful views of the reservoir. A mixture 
of forestry tracks, old tram roads, grass verges and quiet 

lanes. Steep uphill section on long route. Route options of 
approximately 14km and 20km. Option to repeat the 

reservoir loop. 

 
Start times between 10:00 and 12:00 

 

Venue- 

Talybont on Usk Livestock Market, Talybont on Usk,  LD3 7JE   
  
Entries to- 

Fiona Griffiths 
Ty Mawr Farm, 
Bwlch, 
Brecon, 
LD3 7NX      
 
Enquires- 

07941049485           or         info@golden-castle.co.uk 

mailto:info@golden-castle.co.uk
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Dates for your Diary 
Sunday 7th May  

Sunday 7th May 

Sunday 14th May 

Sunday 28th May 

Sunday 18th June 

Sunday 25th June 

Sunday 30th July 

Sunday 6th August 

Sunday 20th August 

Sat/Sun 9/10th Sept 

Sunday 17th September 

Sunday 22nd October (Provisional) 

 

 

 

 

More info on the Offa’s Dyke website under ‘Rides and Events’ 

www.egboffasdyke.co.uk 

 

 

HELP! 

With the rising cost of printing and postage it would be a great saving 
for the group if more people could receive the newsletter by email PDF 
or download it from the Website. If you’d like to try, please email me. If 
you try and don’t like it you can always change back to a paper copy at 
any time. 

 

Forest of Dean Bluebell National 

Forest of Dean Bluebell Group Fun Ride 

Schooling @ Trellech 

Wye Valley Fun Ride 

Govilon Fun Ride 

Schooling @ Trellech 

Schooling @ Trellech 

Blaenavon Fun Ride 

Schooling @ Trellech 

Bwlch Raid National 

Schooling @ Trellech 

Talybont Reservoir Fun Ride 

 

 

http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/

