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Chairman’s Comments 
 

A very Happy New Year to you all! 

I am proud to become Offa’s Dyke Chairman for the second time.  I would like to just 

say a couple of things-  

Firstly a huge thank you to Chris who has devoted an enormous amount of time and 

energy to the group over the last 4 years as Chairman. He will be carrying on a couple of 

roles in the committee going forward.  

Alex Tennant has also joined the committee as well as gaining a seat on the National 

EGB board. Many congratulations to her. 

We are hoping to increase the number of both Group rides and National rides over the 

next year or two and try to get some new rides for more variety - rides get lost from 

both calendars for a lot of reasons:  organisers moving, retiring or wanting a break, 

changing land owners, increasingly busy roads and so on.  

Many of you will have a nice route near home or perhaps one you travel to close by. 

Could you all have a think and see if there is a start of a route at least that might work 

as a Group or National ride near you?  We often do not see the beauty in the 

countryside on our doorstep as it is so familiar. I am not asking anyone to put on a ride 

(unless you want to of course!)  but to let us know possible ideas. With a germ of an 

idea we can then maybe ride out with you and try places out and develop new rides. 

Often the hardest thing is a good safe venue.  

Let's hope for a reasonable winter so we all have a chance to enjoy exploring! 

Mary Stubbs 

Retiring Chairman’s report 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, I have been let off for good behaviour! I am 
absolutely delighted that Mary has taken over as our next Chair, I wish her all the very 
best and will assist whenever requested – I am certain she will do an excellent job! I 
thoroughly enjoyed my 4 years as Chair, to a large extent due to such a supportive, 
capable and keen committee – they deserve the greatest congratulations and thanks. 
 
I will be remaining on the committee, continuing as Trophy Secretary, and will continue 
to help with ride organising. I have 2 horses (I hope!) to compete this year, and maybe 
even a third if Takwenya has rested well while she retired to have Marula. I hope to see 
you all around during the season – good luck and best wishes! 

 Chris Wray 
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Editor’s Comments 
In our first issue for 2019 I have got a selection of articles from some of our many National 
and Group prize winners. For a small group we have done amazingly well Nationally this 
year with several Offa’s Dyke members in the top few placings and of course our very own 
Belinda Stewart and Penny Clawd being crowned the 2018 Supreme Champion as well as 
many other awards of which you will find out about later on in the newsletter. There is a 
chance for you to find out more about Belinda’s training and season at a question and 
answer session on the 9th February in Monmouth (details can be found later on in the 
newsletter). 

Our first ride of the season took place at the end of December, Christmas Cracker fun ride 
was kindly organised by Charlie Fleming, thank you and all your helpers! 48 riders enjoyed 
the superbly marked, lovely route from the new venue on a rather warm winters day.  

Looking ahead to 2019, our first group fun ride is only a few weeks away: Maryland Fun ride 
on Sunday 3rd February kindly being organised by Abbi Tennant as I’m busy with University. 
Please remember to enter in advance as I know Abbi is almost half full already! Then in April 
we have Forest of Dean Bluebell National- please note this is scheduled for a Saturday due 
to other events in the forestry on the Sunday. We also should have at least one new ride- 
watch this space! 

Those receiving this newsletter by post will have received a trophy card, trophy rules and a 
group fun ride entry form. For those receiving the newsletter electronically you will be able 
to collect a trophy card from any upcoming rides, off me or print one off.  

Please send in any ride reports and/or photos for our next issue of the newsletter. 

Good luck for the 2019 season   

Nicola Davies 

** HELPERS NEEDED ** 

Maryland Fun Ride 

Sunday 3rd February 

@ Trelleck, halfway between Chepstow and Monmouth off B4293, 

NP25 4PQ.  

  
Please get in touch with Abbi if you can spare a few hours. 

Abbi-  07873755827       or      abbi_tennant@hotmail.com 
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Committee Contacts 
  

Chair                    Mary Stubbs 

Slade Farm, Woodside, Woolaston, Lydney, Gloucestershire, GL15 6PS 

Tel: 01594 529100                     Email: mary@yewtc.demon.co.uk 

 

Vice Chair                Heather Evans   

Springfield, Walford, Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 5RB   

Tel:  01989 566034                                Email: zzaapp999@googlemail.com   

 

Membership Secretary, Newsletter and Events Organiser            Nicola Davies                                                                                                 

Pentre Hendy, Twyn Allwys road, Govilon, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 9RT 

Tel: 07968 928870                                  Email: n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Secretary                    Abigail Tennant 

Mitchmore Dell, Mitchmore Farm, Holme Lacey, Hereford, HR2 6LJ   

Tel: 07873755827                             Email: abbi_tennant@hotmail.com 

 

Treasurer                   Caroline MacBrayne 

Oxlet House, Bishopswood, Ross-On-Wye, Herefordshire, HR9 5RF 

Tel: 01989769112                            Email: cmacbrayne@aol.com 

 

Health and Safety and Trophy Secretary                Chris Wray  

Pentrewheeler Farm, Cwmcarvan, Nr Monmouth, Gwent, NP25 4PL   

 Tel:   01600 860938                    Email: c_wray@tiscali.co.uk   

 

Junior Representative                         Alex Tennant 

Gorsaf Llanfair, St Mary Church, Cowbridge, CF71 7LT 

Tel: 07871 310221                      Email: alex.gorsaf@mail.com 

 

Sarah Rogerson 

 

Other Roles not on the Committee 

 
Child Welfare Officer                     Delwyn Hall  

Mitchmore Dell, Mitchmore Farm, Holme Lacey, Hereford, HR2 6LJ   

Tel:  01432 870348                                   Email:  dave-del@hotmail.com  

 

 

Junior Representative                   Andrea Champ   

Urishay Barn, Michaelchurch Escley, Herefordshire, HR2 0LR  

 Tel: 01981510686                      Email: quinnchamp@gmail.com   

 

Website                         Cecilia Lindberg 

Email: ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk 

mailto:n.davies91@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:alex.gorsaf@mail.com
mailto:dave-del@hotmail.com
mailto:ACL@cecilialindberg.co.uk
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Reflections on my 2018 Season 
My aims for the year were Golden Horseshoe and finishing the 2 day 160km at Red Dragon. 

After GHS I put my name forward to be part of the inter-regional team at Cirencester. Thanks 

to Jane Tennant for motivating and organising the team. A very hot weekend but great fun 

and very sociable. I entered the 80km race ride. Thanks to Martin and Lesley Moore for 

crewing and Delwyn Hall for setting up my vet gate and helping throughout the weekend. 

Both Jane and Delwyn kept us all topped up with ice .None left for our G+Ts to celebrate after, 

apparently the horses’ needs were greater! 

After Cirencester I was invited to be part of the Welsh Team for the Home International in 

Scotland. I was keen to try Penny in a 2 day 160km while she was still sound in case I didn’t 

make Red Dragon. The prospect of travelling all the way to Inverness worried me. Being part 

of a team really helps you try new ventures. Several of us linked up to travel together. Charlie 

Fleming had first-hand experience of a good overnight stop over. Chris Wray had thoroughly 

researched the route from South Wales to Brodie Castle. He had plenty of useful advice on 

how to manage our horses for long distance travel. He had found safe suitable places on route 

for us to unload the horses for a break. 

Charlie Turley our junior rider and I shared a trailer for our mares with her mum Frankie 

driving my truck. Frankie and I did not draw breath for the 600 miles as we chatted away on 

our adventure. 

Brodie Castle was a beautiful setting. Corralling and camping in the castle grounds was 

amazing. 

What was far from spectacular was Penny’s 

behaviour. I cannot thank my team mates 

enough for their help in leading Madam to 

and fro from stable to corral. Some days it 

took 2 brave crew to lead her. I would go and 

hide and disown her! 

Penny may have won the 160km race but the 

wicked Welsh Witch would not have made it 

to the finish line without Chris Wray’s 

patience as a riding companion. His crew 

Louise and Diane’s tolerance of her antics 

and my long suffering Crew, Martin and 

Lesley. She enjoyed the ride so much I did 

not dare take the handbrake off!  

I knew I would have fared better riding Idris 

our Welsh mascot!! Belinda presented with the winning trophy for the 

160km with crew Martin and Lesley Moore 
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So next stop the 2 day 160km at Red Dragon. This time no Chris and Peponi to look after us.  

Fortunately we were allowed to start long after the main group followed John Hudson out 

behind his car. I decided to ride it like a Graded ride, not letting Penny get sight of any of the 

other horses.  

We had a glorious 2 days, cantering over the hills, dry weather, admiring the wonderful views 

as I had brakes! 

The start of day 2 I was 90 minutes behind the leader’s .This meant only Iain Patterson the 

Scottish rider and myself were left for the staggered late start. Iain was a courteous riding 

companion, gracefully giving way to Penny whenever I struggled to control her. While I made 

Penny carry me up the hills he ran beside his horse. I did not feel guilty, after all he is half my 

age with double my leg length and he was in training to ride the “Wild West Coast “in South 

Africa. Incidentally he came forth in this. (Thanks to my help and encouragement with his final 

training!!)  

So Penny has not been ridden since Red Dragon. Farrier’s booked for January 7th. Any 

volunteers to help clip the Woolley Mammoth?!!                        

Belinda Stewart 

 

 

 
 

This year Charlie and I are adding a new class- 50km to Bluebell which 

might appeal to those of you who have not tried a longer ride with a vet 

check and hold without having to do 64 km as well. 

You will ride a loop of around 32 km,  get the horse checked by the vets at 

half way, have a half hour hold so you and your horse can have something 

to eat and drink and have a break then do a short loop to finish. 

 

If you are unsure of the process of the vet check mid ride then get in 

touch and we will be happy to explain and reassure you on the day if at all 

possible. 

 

Mary Stubbs and Charlie Fleming 
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Offa's Dyke Group of Endurance GB -

Trophies and Awards 2018 
 
Pleasure Ride 
Rosettes   Thoroughbred Rosette   
Ally Knight Donna Williams Born To Be Free Rory Thomas 

Caroline MacBrayne       

    Bonanza Trophy   

Pandora Distance 
Rosettes   Sachiya Mary Stubbs 

240km   Warrens Hill Rubyn Sarah Rogerson 

Arundawn Aurora Hilary Gay     

Dolly Donna Williams 

Mitchell Arab 
Racehorse to 
Endurance Horse 
Trophy   

Mrs Tiggywinkle Sara Williams Barik Abbi Tennant 

Bordesley Golden 
Iman Amma Pelc     

Hope Fiona Griffiths Starlight Trophy   

Katmando Sam Owen Hope Fiona Griffiths 

320km   Katmando Fiona Griffiths 

Indygo Mary Stubbs     

Watibou Coutillas Alex Tennant Pandora Tophy   

Inferno Alex Tennant Sara Williams Mrs Tiggywinkle 

Echo I Fiona Griffiths     

400km   Open Class Trophy   

Hendrewen Pirate Nicola Davies 
Bordesley Golden 
Iman Ann-Marie Pelc 

Warrens Hill Rubyn Sarah Rogerson Terenz Ibn Chatanz Gill Talbot 

Sachiya Mary Stubbs     

Peponi Chris Wray Belstar Trophy   

Alleka Shareen Lindsay Williams Watibou Coutillas Alex Tennant 

    Indygo Mary Stubbs 

Grade 1 - 400km       

Barik Abbi Tennant 
Mistress Harriet 
Trophy   

Oakleaze Farm Cziko Louise Rich Sara Williams Mrs Tiggywinkle 

Montanna Ann-Marie Pelc     

    Cindy Trophy   

Grade 1 -800km   Hendrewen Pirate Nicola Davies 

Sa'da Sekora Gill Talbot Oakleaze Farm Cziko Louise Rich 
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Organised by Endurance GB 

Endurance GB Welsh ride organiser, volunteer 
and strategy day 

Saturday 2nd March 

10:00-16:00 

@ Henderson Hall, Talybont, LD3 7YQ 

Kick off your season with this fun and informative day, where you will learn about the 
new rules, and have a chance to feed into Endurance GB's plans for developing the sport 
in Wales. 

 

        

First 80km   
Warrens Hill Arabians 
Trophy   

Terenz Ibn Chatanz Gill Talbot Sachiya Mary Stubbs 

Bordesley Golden 
Iman Ann-Marie Pelc Peponi Chris Wray 

Katmando Fiona Griffiths     

    
Offas Dyke Challenge 
Trophy   

First 160km   Dolly Donna Williams 

Warrens Hill Rubyn Sarah Rogerson Hendrewen Pirate Nicola Davies 

Sachiya Mary Stubbs     

Peponi Chris Wray Teams Trophy   

    Sara Williams Mrs Tiggywinkle 

Clear Card   Nicola Davies Hendrewen Pirate 

Peponi Chris Wray Donna Williams Dolly 

        

Bilbo Rainbow   Madoc Trophy   

Kearley Des Blayes Zawadi Sachiya Mary Stubbs 

    Warrens Hill Rubyn Sarah Rogerson 

Native/Neddy 
Rosette       

Hendrewen Pirate Nicola Davies 
Associate Member 
Trophy Shimara Cup 

    Caroline MacBrayne Nicola Davies 
Offa's Dyke Hero 
Award Jane Tennant Ally Knight Mary Stubbs 

Schooling Rosette Nicola Davies   

Donna Williams Gill Talbot   

Janet Dobbyn Ally Knight   

Pam James Caroline MacBrayne   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



9 
 

Our National Award Winners 
Longer Distance Awards: 
 
1600km                              Druimghigha Lantana                      Andrea Champ  
                                           Peponi                                              Chris Wray 
                                           Inferno                                              Alex Tennant 
 
2400km                              Hendrewen Pirate                            Nicola Davies 
 
3200km                              Druimghigha Luxor                          Andrea Champ 
 
4000km                              Oakleaze Farm Cziko                       Louise Rich 
 

EGB Senior Championship, our members were: 

1st – Belinda Stewart and Penny Clawdd 

6th – Mary Stubbs and Sachiya 

8th – Sarah Rogerson and Warrens Hill Rubyn 

13th – Alex Tennant and Watibou Coutillas 

16th – Andrea Champ and Druimghigha Lantana 

19th – Fiona Griffiths and Echo. 

AHS Performance Awards (sired by AHS Premium stallions) 

    
3rd  Druimghigha Lantana Andrea Champ 

 LEADING ENDURANCE SIRE 2018  Chatanz 
 

Ross Trophy  
Awarded to the most successful horse / pony bred by its current owner who must be an 
Endurance GB member 
2nd                              Mary Stubbs                     Sachiya 
 
Pickreed Masterpiece Trophy  
Awarded to the Veteran Rider aged 60 or over gaining the most points in all types of rides. 
1st                    Mary Stubbs                     Sachiya/Azaleah/Indygo 
 
Cotswold Trophy  
Awarded to the pony (14.2hh and under) and Senior Rider combination gaining the most points in 
all types of rides 
2nd                   Sachiya                            Mary Stubbs 
3rd                   Druimghigha Lantana       Andrea Champ 
 
Jasper Trophy 
 Awarded to the horse / pony gaining the most points in their three best Graded Rides.  Points 
from all classes at Golden Horseshoe do not count. 
1st                 Watibou Courtillas                 Alex Tennant 
 
Regent Trophy  
Awarded to the unregistered horse / pony gaining the most points in all types of rides.  
  
1st                  Penny Clawd                        Belinda Stewart  
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Cairo Trophy  
Awarded to the Part Bred Arabian gaining the most points in all types of rides.  
1st                    Sachiya                               Mary Stubbs 
 
Jeffmaur Trophy  
Awarded to the horse and male rider combination gaining the most points in all types of rides.  
  
1st                   Chris Wray                           Peponi  
 
Adonis Trophy  
Awarded to the horse / pony gaining the most points in Competitive Endurance Rides in the 
current season.  Three best scores to count.  
  
1st                   Penny Clawd                         Belinda Stewart  
2nd                   Warrens Hill Rubyn               Sarah Rogerson  
3rd                   Echo 1                                   Fiona Griffiths 
 
Senior Grand Prix Trophy  
Awarded to the horse / pony & rider combination gaining the most points in Competitive 
Endurance Rides in the current season.  
  
1st                   Penny Clawd                         Belinda Stewart  
2nd                  Warrens Hill Rubyn               Sarah Rogerson 
 
Teams of Three  
Awarded to the team of 3 horses gaining the most points in all types of rides 
3rd                 Fine Fillies     
Penny Clawd                             Belinda Stewart  
Barik                                           Abbi Tennant  
Hendrewen Pirate                      Nicola Davies  
 
Green Dragon Lane Team Award  
Awarded to the team of 4 horses, of which one nominated horse will only count rides of less than 
48km, gaining the most points in all types of rides.   
  
1st Only Fools on Horses     
Oliver Twist                               Fiona Griffiths  
Penny Clawd                             Belinda Stewart  
Barik                                          Abbi Tennant 
Hendrewen Pirate                     Nicola Davies 
 
The Vlacq Khamul Memorial Trophy  
Awarded to the highest placed horse / rider combination, UK based (living and training in the UK) 
in the FEI World Open Rider rankings.  
  
 Echo                                        Fiona Griffiths 
 
 
Endurance GB FEI Championship  
Awarded to the horse / pony and rider combination gaining the most points in FEI classes run 
under the auspices of Endurance GB 
2nd                  Echo 1                               Fiona Griffiths 
 



11 
 

Senior Championship  
Awarded to the champion horse / pony, ridden by senior member(s) gaining the most points in all 
types of rides. 
1st                Penny Clawd                      Belinda Stewart  
6th                Sachiya                               Mary Stubbs 
 
Overall Champion – Manar Trophy (Reserve Annual Points Award Shield)  
Awarded to the overall high point horse / pony of the year gaining the most points in all types of 
rides.   
  
1st               Penny Clawd                       Belinda Stewart 
 
Offa's Dyke members, occupy 3 of the top 4 GBR spots in the current FEI World Combination 

rankings. 

First - Fiona Griffiths and Echo, second - Sarah Rogerson and Warrens Hill Rubyn, and fourth - 

Mary Stubbs and Sachiya. We also had 6 further members in the FEI rankings. 

 
Leading Rider Award 

Haywood Oaks 2* -                1st              Mary Stubbs             Sachiya                      58.93% 

       1* -                2nd             Fiona Griffiths           Echo                          82.95% 

Woodbridge 80CER –            1st              Pam James               HS Azraf                   49.73% 

Kings Forest July 80CER –    1st              Chris Wray                Peponi                       87.66% 

Cirencester 80CER –             1st              Belinda Stewart         Penny Clawd             87.1% 

Red Dragon 160CER –          1st              Belinda Stewart         Penny Clawd             77.68% 

Winter Talk 

Question & Answer Session  
Saturday 9th March 

@ The Riverside Hotel, Monmouth, NP25 5EY 

Time: 7:30pm 

A question and answer session with this years’ National Champion Belinda 

Stewart and Sarah Rogerson- a chance to quiz two very experienced and 

successful riders and share experiences in the run up to the new season. 
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My 2018 Season 
 

This season I set out with a couple of goals: to have a shot at the Veteran rider trophy and 
to complete Horseshoe. 
The veteran award is for the rider- so as I was hoping to compete on three horses, all 
home bred, this was something for them all to aim for. 
Indygo (Indy) romped round 64 km at Cannock Chase then played on the beach at 
Pembrey Park. We completed the 80 km CER at 3 Rivers but he didn't enjoy the last two 
loops- he is not a hard ground horse.  We then joined the Offas Dyke/ De Cymru team at 
Cirencester and did a two day 80 km. His 5th and final outing was a trip to Lion's Tail 
where we did a two day 105 km. 
Azaleah (Zali) started off with 32 km at Wentwood but after feeling great if a little over the 
top during the ride was lame behind at the final vetting. I have struggled to get a saddle 
that works for her and she has been prone to hind end problems. 
Alan Stirling had been out to check Sachiya and Indy's saddles and during conversation 
realised we were not entirely happy with Zali and Rubyn's saddles. He then offered for us 
to try out the new saddles he was thinking of stocking- Franco C from South Africa. The 
beauty of these are that the panels are easy to swap and as long as both horses were 
right in the same tree, panels could be set up for both. What a difference!  Zali started to 
put on top line, was more relaxed and happy. 
I took her to Cwm Sirhowi and did 32 km, then Tresham 40 km, both absolutely fine. Time 
to step it up! We set out to  Barbury Castle and had a great ride round 64 km. She teamed 
up with a new friend and loved it.  Her final outing was a tough 80 km at Bonham, ridden 
with Gill Talbot and Terenz. Actually all 4 horses in the class rode the entire route together 
and happily all passed fit and well at the end. 
Sachiya was successful at a very wet Haywood Oaks completing her second 120 km 2*.  
This ride was intended as a fittening ride for Horseshoe rather than a goal in itself but also 
to see if her first one last year was a fluke- she made it seem quite easy despite the 
dreadful conditions and went on to get a Silver at Horseshoe, thus achieving a life time 
goal for me. 
After a good break, I agreed to ride 40 km with Charlie Fleming at Cirencester as Charlie's 
first ride back after her serious knee injury. Anyone who knows said pony will instantly 
spot the flaw in getting her to accompany Charlie and Aztra with the sole aim of helping 
Charlie safely complete her ride. On the track down the back of the venue a perky pony 
spied an odd coloured nettle, screeched to a halt then whizzed backwards into Aztra. 
Aztra reasonably enough whipped round to get out of her way dumping Charlie on the 
deck. I was mortified. To my huge relief she was both unhurt and still speaking to me. The 
rest of the ride passed without further drama. 
She felt very good. Since Horseshoe I had been toying with the idea of trying a one day 
160 km. I had always felt that it wasn't reasonable to ask her to carry any extra weight for 
an FEI ride so I finally decided to do the obvious and weigh me tack etc  and was 
delighted to find we were actually there- just half a kilo over.  No weight pad, no diet. Also 
a pony FEI passport required for a 3*is less than half the cost of a horse one! 
Sarah and Rubyn also wanted to complete a 3* so after much debate we both entered the 
ride at Euston in mid August. We had originally decided to split them up and ride 
separately as Sachiya adores Rubyn (and vice versa) and I was very concerned she 
would be an idiot if they got split up in vetting and fail on pulse. We did the initial vetting 
separately but then decided it would be much more fun to ride together. 
One of our concerns was that the first 3 loops were all long- we were to do 118 km in 3 
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loops giving only two 40 minute holds for them to eat before ¾ distance. We decided that 
we would stop on loops 2 and 3 to get them to graze and also that the crews should carry 
food and pick grass for them at the crew points. The strategy seemed to work- they ate 
like proverbial horses all day. We took around 40 kgs of feed with us and brought very 
little back. Lesley, in charge of feeding, also brought some different feeds and blagged 
samples off the trade stands during the day for variety. 
To finish a one day 160 which was a first for both horses with Sarah was amazing. My last 
successful one day 160 km was, er, in 2003 on Sachiya's mother Chanda. 
 

 
 

Chanda and Sachiya at a few days old 
 

Three serious rides had us well up the leader board in the EGB standings. With the help 
of Indy and Zali the Veteran rider trophy looked more than possible. So what else might 
Sachiya be up for? The main Senior Championship was out of reach and I did not want 
her to do another really testing ride this year.  Well, there was possibly the Home bred and 
also the 14:2 and under. However, I had ridden with Judy Holloway and Nuraletta for 
some of Lion's Tail with Indy and now knew that this talented horse who had when I 
looked done a lot of rides all at Grade 1 was a) homebred and b) under 14:2.  If she 
completed another ride later in the year then there was nothing to be done but if she didn't 
then 64 km at Red Dragon would put me ahead of her. So off we went, shamelessly pot 
hunting for the first time in years.  Dragon this year was an absolute joy- perfect weather, 
amazing going. As we climbed up from Aberedw on the way home she felt awesome- I 
have never been carried up that hill with so much left in the tank.  She is an amazing 
creature. 
Judy and Nuraletta had another success at Royalties so we were second in both those 
trophies. The one I had forgotten about was the Part bred Cairo trophy. This is now on my 
mantlepiece at home, made even more special as Chanda's name is also on it. 
I can't at present think if that has been done by another family of horses- two generations 
winning the same National trophy. Chanda also won the Madoc and Bonanza Offas Dyke 
awards and though the Madoc trophy would have gone to Belinda and Penny Clawd had 
she put herself in for it, I am not arguing! 

Mary Stubbs 
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Photo courtesy of Gemma Conn 

Echo and his Amazing Year 
Always where to start, well Echo is the 5th foal of Lolly pop an appaloosa mare of unknown breeding, 

a kind and gentle mare with attitude by the stallion Krayaan Dilman from Pearl Island a fab big 

chestnut.  The idea was to breed a horse that would be big enough for me and able to do endurance, 

he also does a fair dressage test and can jump very well.  So he’s turned out to be a super all round 

horse, he works as a lead horse regularly, sometimes taking the better riders but is kind enough to 

allow Alex to ride him. We have brought him on slowly keeping a good mix of cross training trying to 

slowly strengthen him, he is quite big and gangly and has taken a time to grow into himself. There 

have been many struggles with his shoeing and he has lost a few over the years, but a combination of 

a very good farrier Ryan Macdonald and lots of schooling and pole work are helping. 

We thought he was ready last year big mistake, reassess training and try again this year. It didn’t start 

too well as we lost two shoes at Cannock but we pushed on to Haywood oaks for his 1* managed to 

keep all his shoes and I only fell off once, ahh this is out other thing he tends to be easily distracted 

and then trips, so I now ride him in to a contact constantly no rest for either of us. But the day ended 

well with him achieving his 1*. So home for a rest. 

On ward to a 2* the next date we could 

do was RAF Cranwell, What a fab ride, bit 

of a mix up with the water but all sorted 

and considering the mud in the one field, 

we only lost one shoe, a mix of company 

and riding on our own, super clever pony 

tried his heart out all day and with his 

first 2* achieved 5th place at 13kph a good 

steady pace. 

Then the debate to do a 3* or do his 

second 2* the logic was for the 3 but 

there is no rush consolidate what we 

have done and maybe up the speed.  So a 

second 2* it was to be.  Euston Park 3, we 

were the only EGB riders in our class and 

as the plan was a steady ride I thought 

we may not complete as everyone else had finished hours before us but the vets and officials couldn’t 

have been more supportive.  He was a super star he had grown up so much and just kept on going 

and going back out all day.  We rode with Esther for a while then lost our first shoe the farrier came 

out and met us then we rode with another Dutch lady and lost another shoe this was put on in the 

vet gate. Again a good steady pace with good presentations, not very quick yet, but consistent. 9th at 

14k ( the day after we stopped at Keysoe for Sam to do an 80k as they had swopped the days at EP 

just to make it complicated any how he was not in the least tied and spent the day dragging me round 

the field, so we may go for 2 day rides).  

An amazing year for Echo he finished 64 in the world and 1st British horse in the FEI rankings. We 

didn’t set out to do this it was a bonus which makes it even better. He has since been resting and now 

is back in work with half and eye on a 3*and GHS, But that’s a whole new thing. 

Fiona Griffiths 
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EGB Supreme Champion 

Belinda Stewart and Penny Clawd 
 

2018 has been an outstanding year for Belinda and Penny, the pinnacle of their long partnership 

which has seen both suffer injury and set-back. Belinda’s success in being awarded the Manar 

Trophy as 2018 Supreme Champion is a credit to her dedication to excelling in endurance riding 

and in horsemanship. 

 

Belinda started her 2018 campaign after bringing Penny back into work with a successful 64km 

GER, Grade 2, at the Spring Cannock Chase Ride. Confident that Penny had overcome some issues 

from 2017, Belinda embarked on a training and fitness programme which included hill and beach 

work, aiming for the 120km 2-day Exmoor Stag Class at Golden Horseshoe in mid-May. The late 

Spring weather was very kind for Horseshoe and the going was superb, especially on the northern 

loop, enabling Penny to keep all her shoes over the 2-days and Belinda and Penny to were one of 

the two finishers in their class, both achieving Gold Awards. 

 

Encouraged by GHS success, Belinda put herself and Penny forward for the 80km ER class in the 

Inter-Regionals at Cirencester Park in mid-July and the 2-day 160km ER class for the Welsh team 

in the Home Internationals at Brodie Castle, Scotland in mid-August. Penny threw a shoe with 

some hoof damage just before the second vet-gate (66km) at Cirencester Park. Fortunately, she 

was sound and the ride farrier completed a rapid re-shoe for the final 16km, enabling Belinda to 

finish 3rd.  

 

Belinda planned for two days of travel to and from Brodie Castle on the south coast of the Moray 

Firth, travelling with other members of the Welsh team, and Penny arrived safe and sound. The 

80km route at Brodie Castle runs through the Darnaway estate and forest to the south and 

through Culbin Forest up to the coast to the north, with limited crewing opportunities. Belinda 

and Penny rode the two days with Chris Wray and Peponi and were the only completions in their 

class, with Belinda crossing the line ahead of Chris at the finish. 

 

After a well-earned rest for Penny on returning from Brodie Castle, Belinda brought her back into 

work for the Red Dragon 2-day 160km at the end of September. Penny had already proven herself 

as a 2-day 160km horse at a speed of >14kph, although on the flatter terrain around Brodie, so 

Belinda planned a slower first day at the Dragon. The going was perfect for Penny, and she made 

up time on the second day to finish 4th at >12kph. A fine end to a fine season! 

 

This write-up would be incomplete without a word of thanks from Belinda to her riding coaches, 

her crews, Penny’s farrier and vets, and those she rode with who Penny tried to catch or leave 

behind! And, the final words go to Penny Clawd, who Belinda purchased from her breeders 

Rupert and Emma Humphreys of Castle Farm, Usk. Penny is 7/8 TB/Cob, by a 3/4 TB/Cob out of a 

TB mare. 

Martin Moore 
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Christmas Cracker Ride 
Around the time of Edward VII’s accession – that’s how long it feels – the Offa’s Dyke 

newsletter had a write-up by a helper at the much-missed Ludlow ride. Well, here’s another, and 

there’s nothing in it you don’t already know, except I’ll have to rush as there’s a curry to be picked 

up in about an hour and my rider will make her feelings known if the crew is late. 

 The helper’s first rule is simple, namely Get On Well with the Ride Organiser. The second rule 

– I’m nicking somebody else’s approach here – is Never Forget Rule One. Charley Fleming did a fine 

job at Staunton: never in a flap, tolerant of backsliding by volunteers, capably handing fifty-plus 

riders at a new venue, unrivalled dispenser of mulled wine. First surprise: just about half a dozen 

helpers, through of course a great chunk of the work – certainly the bulk of the marking – is done 

in advance. As part of the two-person welcoming/parking team – sorry, we didn’t do too well with 

the second part – I can report that everyone arrived smiling. Clearly they hadn’t forgotten a horse 

to ride, a fate which apparently befell two riders once, each of whom believed the other had done 

the loading. After the meet-and-greet, and the offering of someone else’s chocolate biscuits to the 

first riders back, the role of road crossing steward beckoned. 

 This was really interesting. First, the wearing of yellow fluorescent seems to confer some 

semi-official status, and I was fielding queries about walkers’ routes, car parking, the whereabouts 

of the Saracen’s Head. Next, for heaven’s sake keep riding, not just as a nod to your ancestors but 

for your descendants. People still like to see horses out. Yes, some don’t, but today at least most 

did. And though some adults are fearful, the children weren’t. They ran to look and see them go 

by. Horses are about the last loose animals to be seen. Dogs sometimes, but mostly they’re on 

leads. Cattle and sheep, pigs and poultry, they’ve all vanished. Horses and riders are the last 

reminder of a world where animals and people mixed; and how impoverished would a world be 

without that? One mother enthusiastically pointed out horse hoofprints to her little daughter. We 

have an obligation to stay in the saddle and prevent our country becoming completely urban. Keep 

riding! And I’m lying about horses being the last untethered creatures. You might if you’re lucky see 

a deer, and a passer-by spoke of some Monmouth people with a tame owl who’ll sit on your 

shoulder and go walking with you and not fly off. 

Don’t hate me for saying this, but we must remember our road manners. I’m not guiltless 

but watched two riders hold up quite a few cars in a line behind them, and never once wave them 

on or gesture a thank you as the cars waited for them to walk slowly along and then cross the road. 

That’s not good. When you wave and smile and make eye contact you’re not being polite and 

grateful and courteous for yourself but for every rider in the country who rides on tarmac. And 

that’s most of us. 

 Have I bellyached enough? I have. Thank you for letting me. I had a wonderful time today, 

as I hope the riders did. Volunteering can be so rewarding and instructive. And if you ever see me 

misbehaving you can slap me across the face with a wet kipper. And thank you for the mugs of tea, 

fellow helper. 

Piers Geddes 
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2018 Reflections 
Overall we had a brilliant 2018 season. I have to say that none of these results would have 

been possible without the dedication, support and daily help from my Mum Jane who 

deserves a medal and a lot more! Our farrier James Moles kept all the horses balanced and on 

the ‘road’ – his attention to detail is second to none and he can always be relied on to come 

out at all hours when the inevitable disaster happens just before a ride!  

Inferno (Corey) my most experienced horse was going 

into his fifth season of endurance and coming back 

from an injury from early last year. We weren’t sure 

how he was going to come back into work so 

everything was geared towards steady and consistent 

work. First ride for me was at Pembrey where he felt 

fantastic in the two day 65km. He was on top trumps 

having me off only the once (he takes all my skill to 

stay on board – at 14.3 and with the agility of a 

gymkhana Pony – he is a sharp ride!). Then followed an unforgettable two day 80km at Golden 

Horseshoe with perfect conditions we cruised around at 15kph. From there again he gave me 

a perfect ride in the 160km Gold Cup class at 

Cirencester – he was focused like I had never seen him 

before and presented in under two mins at the 90miles 

vetgate. Proud moment for Mum and I in a thirty degree 

weekend!  

Big rest for Corey before he told us he was ready to 

compete again pinging around the field. Sights were 

then set for the biggie 170km three day at Royalties. I 

had my second fall of the season in his last training run 

in which he kindly stepped on my arm so it was doubtful 

I was going to ride. Strong painkillers in the run up and 

he tackled the course on his own – pulling my arms out 

every 

mile. 

What a star this little guy is! 1st and only 
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finisher in the class – what more could we have asked for!  

Watibou (Wati) had shown real maturity and 

resilience in the 2017 season that we felt he was 

ready to step up and tackle his first 160km ride in 

2018. We had a brilliant ride at Pen Ddol Y Gader 

achieving a grade one in the two day 100km class. 

From here we travelled all the way to Kings Forest to 

enjoy the sandy tracks. Wati put in a hoof perfect 

performance presenting in 32+ degree heat in under 

two minutes each vetgate – not bad with one crew! 

He is one special lad.  

 

It’s all too easy to discuss our major successes of the season but as everyone who does 

endurance will know – with every success there have also been failures. I also wanted to talk 

about the challenges we have faced this year with our homebred mare Athena.  

TT Athena had been sent away over the winter to Nikki and Nathan at Stride Ahead who broke 

her in and took her to her first ride. I rode her in her second ride in the company of Nikki for 

her first attempt at 40km. It was a tough ride at Cerne Giant and like most of the rides this 

season – in extreme temperatures! Athena dug deep and showed me some of the traits of the 

endurance horse she will hopefully become. 67km ticked off later that year and it was looking 

good….Back home we worked hard on getting her to stand whilst mounted and this was 

improving but unfortunately as the rides progressed so did her anxiety and will to take 

everyone on! Like her brother Inferno she believes she knows best and wants to take 

everyone on at a hundred miles an hour. This all came to a head in the 80km class at Brentor 

this year. She gave me a ride of an experienced endurance horse and it’s all too easy to get 

carried away with a horse like Athena – keen to lead from the front she wanted to tackle 

anything in her way. Unfortunately this enthusiasm 

continued into the vetgate and despite our best efforts we 

couldn’t get her to chill so her heart rate was high and we 

were eliminated. Bummer.  

Question at this point was should we turn her away for the 

season or give another ride a shot? We decided to go for 

the 80km at Red Dragon on her own this time and without 

the company of other horses. This again was another tough 

ride where she had to think and couldn’t go at any great 

speed – always distance before speed. Pre ride vetting her 

heart rate was elevated in the shed but understandable 

with the noise. We started well; she was still to get on and 

calm at a big venue off we set alone. We then unfortunately 

had a nasty incident on the road leaving the venue where 



19 
 

she was trapped between a very loud hedge cutter and speeding horse trailer. She jumped 

onto a nearby bank and was uninjured but very shaken up. We continued on but for the rest 

of the loop she was very nervous on the roads. Into the first vetting, we struggled again to get 

her to calm but an experienced vet understood that she was anxious rather than metabolically 

compromised and we were allowed to continue for the next loop. We continued on and again 

she showed great maturity considering her experience and I began to get hopeful that I’d 

taken enough of an edge for her to chill in the vetgate. I was wrong! Too alert and keen to 

continue Athena pulsed out in the shed with just a short loop left of our 80km – rather sadly 

the vet we had before was no longer there. Good points were she was still moving like a 

dream but I was gutted as I knew this wasn’t a true reflection on her abilities. We led her back 

to our vetgate area. After a short while she lay down in the sun. A vet came over to check her 

and her pulse was in the 30s! Damn! Challenge for 2019 is to get this to happen by the vets!  

We have lots to work on with Athena for next year. She shows all the signs of being a good 

horse but 2019 will all be about slow and steady miles and learning that she is an endurance 

horse and not a racehorse. I’m looking forward to seeing what the new year holds!  

Happy new year all! 

Alex Tennant 

 

 

 

Team Trophy Nominations 
It’s time to enter a team for the Offa’s Dyke Team Trophy which 

will be presented at the awards evening at the end of the year! 

 

Team Trophy –  
Highest Points for teams of 3 combinations (3 riders, one horse each) in all types of ride 
except CERs.  No limit to numbers of rides or distances. To be eligible, team names, 
riders and horses must be provided to Trophy Secretary (Chris Wray- 
c_wray@tiscali.co.uk) by 1st April 
 
 

You’ve got to be in it to win it 

 

 

mailto:c_wray@tiscali.co.uk
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Venue: Trelleck, halfway between Chepstow and Monmouth off B4293,   

NP25 4PQ 

 

The route consists of mainly forestry tracks connected by quiet 

country lanes. Some moderate hills with some fantastic views 

over the Wye Valley. There will be two loops of approximately 

12km each and a 7km lead rein/novice loop within the South loop. 

Route options of 7km(4 miles), 13km(7 miles), 20km (12 miles) and 

25km (15 miles) 

 

Start Times: Between 10:30 and 12:30. We recommend that lead-rein and novices start 

on the South loop before 11:30am. Other riders start on the North loop. 

Entry Fees:  £15 for non members or £10 for Associate or EGB members. Cheques 

made payable to Offa’s Dyke Group of EGB 

 

Entries to- 

Abigail Tennant 

Mitchmore Del 

Holme Lacy 

Herefordshire 

HR2 6LJ 

Enquiries- 

07873755827 

abbi_tennant@hotmail.com 

 

Ride info will be available for download 

approximately 2 weeks before the ride. 
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EGB Young Riders Camp 16th-18th November 
I was lucky enough to attend the most recent EGB YR camp kindly hosted by Fiona Griffiths and 

Sam Owen at Golden Castle. It was the first YR camp that I had been on, and both Tiggy and I had 

a brilliant time!  

We were the first to arrive through the fog on the Friday evening; the others had got caught in 

Friday traffic on the M4. There were 10 of us altogether; around half brought their ponies and the 

others were able to borrow horses kindly lent to them by Fiona and Sam. 

 After everyone had arrived and settled their horses in, we headed for the accommodation in 

Abergavenny by taxi minibus. The old Police Station on the aptly named Baker Street, had been 

converted into apartments; all were named after Sherlock Holmes characters. We took up two 

apartments; both were really nice and warm. After Domino’s Pizza for tea and a short briefing of 

what to expect for the weekend, we all headed off to bed. 

 The next morning, the mini bus collected us and took us back up to Golden Castle, about a 20 

minute journey.  We started with a briefing from Fiona about yard etiquette and expectations. 

(Under 16’s must wear a riding hat at all times on the yard, no running round or doing anything 

that might spook horses – stay safe!) 

Sam had kindly given our ponies their breakfast and hay net, so they were all munching away 

when we arrived. After mucking out, taking temperatures, pulses and respiration of our ponies, 

we all had to trot up our horses/ponies. Tiggy was a bit spirited after an evening eating hay in her 

stable!  Georgina Vaughan was there to discuss how to present our ponies in a trot up and what 

she looks for. 

We then did our first ridden session in the school as one group (all 10 of us!) working on rhythm 

and balance.  

At lunch we had a discussion about travelling long distances to competitions and possible 

solutions to problems we may face; rest times in transit etc. 

In the afternoon we split into two groups and rode out over the mountain whilst talking about 

speed over different terrains. Tiggy thoroughly enjoyed this, and would have quite happily 

cantered the whole thing!  

It was then time to return to the yard for evening stables. Breakfast hay nets and feed were 

prepared for Sam to give to our ponies in the morning. Then back to the apartments in the 

minibus. That evening we had fish and chips from what is probably Wales’s best fish and chip 

shop! Then time for a fun quiz which my team won. (What is the capital of Mongolia? Ulaanbaatar 

of course!) 

On Sunday, we were back in the minibus, up to the yard, mucking out, grooming and following 

the same routine of recording the temperature, pulse and respiration of our ponies. 

Trot ups followed- Tiggy was far better behaved than the day before!  
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We then discussed what to do over the winter with our ponies and what the positives and 

negatives were. (turn away, tick over, full work). We then split into two groups again, and my 

group talked about goal setting for 2019. It was really interesting to hear what goals other people 

had and it made me reconsider my goals to make them a bit more ambitious!  

Back out riding –jumping this time! Lots of fun, Tiggy enjoyed it too! 

All too soon it was time to pack up and head home! Lots of friendships made, new things learnt 

and plans for 2019! 

A big thank you must go to Fiona and Sam for hosting us, Maggie Pattinson, Rebecca Kinnarney 

for organising and Heather Watson and Terri-Ann Lyndon for staying with us at the 

accommodation and of course HPower for their generous sponsorship!  

Sara Williams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Group Fun Rides 
               Date                                         Ride Name                                     Group     
Sat/Sun 9th/10th February                           Snowdrop                                              Wessex 

Sat/Sun 16th/17th February                  Late Valentine, Crychan               South & West Wales    

Sunday 17th February                                   Bury Down                                           Cotswold 

Saturday 13th April                                          Pembrey                                     South & West Wales 

Sunday 14th April                                           Cleeve Hill                                             Cotswold 

Saturday 20th April                                      Wentwood                                             De Cymru 

Saturday 1st June                                        Cwm Sirhowi                                          De Cymru 

TBA July                                                            Badminton                                            Cotswold 

Saturday 27th July                                        Wentwood                                              De Cymru 

Saturday 10th August                                Barbury Castle                                        Cotswold 

Sat 31st Aug/Sun 1st Sept                     Pen Ddol Y Gader                              South & West Wales 

TBA September                                        Lambourn Downs                                   Cotswold 

TBA September                                               Pembrey                                      South & West Wales 

Sunday 8th December                                    Mince Pie                                            Cotswold 

Tiggy in the middle! 

Photo courtesy of Endurance GB 
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Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th March 
 

Rhydargaeau Forestry, Carmarthen SA32 7JJ 

 

 

 

Saturday

104km GER 
2 day 

(64/40)

80km GER 2 
Day (40/40)

72km GER 2 
Day (40/32)

64km GER

40km GER 

40km GER 
Novice

32km GER

32km GER 
Novice

Sunday

40km GER

40km GER 
Novice

32km GER 

32km GER 
Novice

32km PR

20km GER

20km PR

19km GER 
Pony Club

9km PR 
Pony Club

Come and join us for this new ride on 

the calendar. Enjoy an early season 

forestry fittening ride with little 

roadwork. With lots of classes on offer 

including multi days, pony club and 

pleasure rides – there is something for 

everyone! 

Entries open on the 10th January and 

are very limited so get yours in ASAP – 

endurancegb.co.uk/rides contact 

alex.gorsaf@mail.com for pleasure 

ride entries. 

 

**Helpers Needed** 

Please contact alex.gorsaf@mail.com or 

07871 310221 if you can spare a few 

hours – you will be reimbursed with 

thanks and goodies!  

 

mailto:alex.gorsaf@mail.com
mailto:alex.gorsaf@mail.com
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Sunday 3rd February 

Saturday 9th February 

Sunday 10th February 

Saturday 2nd March 

Sat/Sun 9th/10th March 

Saturday 27th April 

Sunday 7th July 

Sunday 4th August 

Saturday 24th August- Provisional 

Sunday 15th September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More info on the Offa’s Dyke website under ‘Rides and Events’ 

www.egboffasdyke.co.uk 
 

HELP! 

 

With the rising cost of printing and postage it would be a great saving for the 

group if more people could receive the newsletter by email PDF or download it 

from the Website. If you’d like to try, please email me. If you try and don’t like it 

you can always change back to a paper copy at any time. 

 

Maryland Fun Ride 

Question & Answer Session  

Schooling @ Usk College 

Endurance GB Welsh strategy day 

Daffodil National Ride 

FOD Bluebell National Ride 

Wye Valley Fun Ride 

Govilon Fun Ride 

Michaelchurch Estate Fun Ride 

FOD Autumn Belle 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.egboffasdyke.co.uk/

